
 East Valley Business Å April  2007 Page 1

INDIO CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
82-921 Indio Blvd.
Indio, CA 92201

VOLUME 14  NO. 4                     Å THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Å                                       April 2007

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PALM DESERT, CA
Permit #433

THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
Å Creating a strong local economy Å Promoting the community Å Providing networking opportunities 

Å Representing the interests of business with government Å Political action

The City of Indio's First 
Old Town Farmers Market
Draws Large Crowd

On Tuesday, March 
13, the City of Indio 
held its first Old Town 

Indio Farmers Market at Miles 
Avenue and Smurr Street. The 
festivities lasted from 5:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. and drew a crowd of 
over 1,500 people. The weather 
was perfect and people strolled 
the vendor booths lining the 
street, listened to the live music 
and relaxed in a park-like setting 
created by the City for the event.

The event was so successful 
that the City will continue to hold 
the Farmers Market on a monthly 
basis into May, and start again next 
season in October. Many vendors 
and attendees enjoyed the event so much 
they expressed interest in holding it twice 
a month, which may happen in the future. 
A big hit for the crowd was the towering 
inþated balloon with the Indio Chamber of 
Commerce logo on it. It was tethered to the 
ground next to the seating area and helped 
draw in the crowd from passers by.

"I heard nothing but good comments 
and requests to do the street fair more 
often, which we are considering given the 
number of people who attended," said City 
Manager Glenn Southard.

The next Old Town Indio Farmers 
Market events will be held April 10, 
2007 and May 8, 2007, from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

The Chamber hot air balloon, from Balloons 
Over the Desert,  was a real crowd pleaser.

Standing in front of the Chamber balloon are, 
from left, Guy Evans, Chamber Board Chair 
Deborah McGarrey and City Manager Glenn 
Southard.

A crowd estimated at over 1,500 enjoyed 
the ideal weather, vendor booths and just 
gathering to meet each other at the Farmers 
Market.

2007 BizNet Symposium Takes 
the ñPulse of the Valley"

The annual BizNet Expo will be 
held on Thursday, April 19 from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m., at Fantasy Springs 

Resort Casino Special Events Center.  

The Symposium, held just before 
BizNet, will kick-off at 2:00 pm with 
opening speaker Stephen Shewey, Market 
Research Manager of The Desert Sun. He 
will discuss general statistical trends and 
growth in housing, business, real estate, 
and development in the East Valley.  

Judy Vossler of Landmark Golf 
Company will moderate the two-hour 
symposium discussing many aspects of 
what we should expect in the next few 
years in the Coachella Valley.  We are 
all aware of the phenomenal growth, but 
how does that affect the infrastructure, 
healthcare and agriculture?  What can we 
expect with our utilities?  What are our 
options for alternate energy?

Jim Turner, Superintendent General 
of Generation Engineering, Imperial 
Irrigation District/IID Energy, will discuss 
natural resources, infrastructure and how 
electricity and water are affected by current 
and future development.

John Wolmuth, Executive Director 
of the Coachella Valley Association of 

Governments, will pose the question 
on how valley growth is affecting 
transportation and CVAGôs plan for the 
future.

Another exciting speaker, Mark 
Nickerson of Prime Time, will let us know 
how the weather has affected crops and its 
relationship to the agricultural economy.  

From John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Hospital, Quality Director Paul Green will 
point out the challenges with population 
growth to the healthcare system and how 
it affects the community.  With the East 
Valley expecting 97,000 new homes in the 
near future, JFK will be stretched to the 
limit. What plans do they have in place to 
meet healthcare needs?

There will be time after each speaker 
for questions and the $15 Symposium 
ticket will allow entrance to the Expo free 
of charge.

Entrance to the Expo alone is $3 and 
includes over 150 businesses showcasing 
their goods, services and products.  Many 
restaurants will be offering delectable 
samplings from their menu fare.  

For more information go on-line to 
www.biznetexpo.net or call the Indio 
Chamber at 347-0676.

The Indio Chamber of Commerce will 
be sending ballots to the membership with 
the slate of new directors for consideration 
by the membership for positions on the 
Board. Seven directors will be elected by 
the membership for three year terms. The 
ballots, including bios of each candidate, 

Chamber Board Elections 
Scheduled were mailed  April 5.  The membership 

will have 20 days to vote and return 
the ballots to the Chamber ofýce.  The 
Nominating Committee met March 27 
to make their finale consideration for 
candidates for the Board of Directors of 
this busy Chamber of Commerce. The slate 
was then approved by the Board and ballots 
prepared for mailing.
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We know one thing for sure, the 
Coachella Valley and the City of Indio 
will continue to grow.  After 11+ years 
of planning, discussing, studying and 
negotiating, the Coachella Valley 
Association of Governments (CVAG) 
is on the eve of putting into place the 
comprehensive 75-year Coachella Valley 
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan/Natural Community Conservation 
Plan.  

In 2006, the original Plan was 
submitted for approval.  After thorough 
Plan discussion and amendments, Indio 
and the other Coachella Valley cities 
and agencies approved the Plan except 
Desert Hot Springs.  As the Plan requires 
unanimous approval, the original Plan did 
not go into effect.  

The Plan has now been revised, 
excluding Desert Hot Springs, and is 
being recirculated.  Final approval of the 
Recirculated Plan will have a signiýcant 
impact on facilitating Indioôs growth and 
ability to accommodate the increased 
demands on Indioôs infrastructure. The 
City of Indio has indicated a favorable 
position on the Recirculated Plan.

The Coachella Valley contains one of 
the highest rates of biodiversity within the 
continental United States.   These factors 
have led to the listing of numerous plants 
and animals in the Valley as ñthreatenedò 
or ñendangeredò under the federal and 
California Endangered Species Acts.  
According to CVAG, the result of such 
listings to development and infrastructure 
projects has been an enormous cost in 
terms of delay, ultimately resulting in little 
meaningful conservation.  The Coachella 
Valley has been an exception to this 
scenario, creating the ýrst regional habitat 
conservation Plan for the Coachella Valley 
fringe-toed lizard in 1986.  

The Plan builds on this success, 

expanding coverage to 27 individual species 
and 27 natural communities within the 1.1 
million acre Plan area.  The Plan provides 
regulatory certainty to the development 
industry and local governments for the 
next 75 years while creating a landscape 
level system of conservation lands that 
will protect, in perpetuity, native species 
and the natural environments on which 
they depend.  

The Plan will cover both private 
development under authority of local 
jurisdictions and, importantly, public 
infrastructure such as the I-10 interchange 
projects, city road improvements, þood 
control and Caltrans projects.  

Aside from the economic benefit 
of preventing disruption of private 
development and public infrastructure 
projects, the Plan is designed to help 
preserve our quality of life by providing 
recreational opportunities and protecting 
open space.

Except in Desert Hot Springs, the Plan 
will replace project-by-project surveys, 
negotiations, and mitigations with a 
comprehensive Plan where developers will 
receive Endangered Species Act permits 
from local jurisdictions, in most instances, 
by simply paying a fee.

On February 26, 2007 the CVAG 
Executive Committee approved the Draft 
Recirculated Plan.  The Draft Recirculated 
Plan, environmental impact report and 
associated documents became available 
for public review and comment on March 
16, 2007. This public comment period 
expires on May 30, 2007.  The Final 
Recirculated Plan will be submitted to the 
CVAG Executive Committee for approval 
in mid-July.  The cities, except Desert Hot 
Springs, will be allocated two months 
for review, comment and approval of the 
Recirculated Plan.  If approved, the Plan 
could be in effect in September 2007.

Multi-Species Plan Revision 
Now Under Review
By Mark Harner, Chairman

Exhibitors who can offer information 
on energy conservation tips; 
energy efýciency products; solar 

energy demonstrations; sustainable 
building materials; fuel efýcient, hybrid 
or alternative fuel vehicles; and related 
opportunities for energy conservation 
are invited to participate in an Energy 
Conservation Fair to be held at College 
of the Desert on Saturday, April 21, 
2007 and Sunday, April 22, 2007 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. each day.  The 
Energy Conservation Fair on Earth Day 
weekend will provide Coachella Valley 

Exhibitors Wanted for Energy 
Conservation Fair

Local Banker Develops the 
Concept of the Friendly Bank

Stu Bailey has been in banking for 
over 20 years, most recently as 
Senior Vice President for Business 

Development for Paciýc Western Bank. 
With the recent opening of Sunrise 
Community Bank, he has ýnally gotten 
his wish to develop a banking concept 
that puts people and relationships ýrst. 
Being president represents the capstone 
of his career, but more importantly to 
him, it is an opportunity to "get it right," 
as he says. "I'm going to do this the right 
way, I'm not working from the rule book. 
In fact, our motto is We're Bringing Back 
the Handshake.

Sunrise Community Bank is a 
partnership between Capitol Bancorp and 
local investors. Capitol approached Bailey 
about the project as part of its program of 
developing local banks across the country. 
Sunrise is Capitol's 51st new bank and 15 
more are in the development pipeline.

The new Sunrise ofýces are located at 

41-990 Cook Street in Palm Desert. Stu 
has hand-picked his team to all be on board 
with the concept of total commitment to 
personal service. 

All banks basically have the same 
products and services but Stu Bailey 
expects to distinguish his bank by the level 
of one-to-one service he and his team can 
deliver to customers throughout the Valley 
and beyond. For more information, please 
call 346-6139.

Å Let us know if you would like to donate a rafþe prize, call the Chamber ofýce today.

Å A Hole-In-One prize of a trip to Hawaii is being donated by the Auto Club of Southern 
California.

Å Every golfer in the tournament receives one free round of golf at 
Terra Lago Golf Club.

residents the opportunity to learn more 
about energy conservation and how saving 
energy saves money, helps keep our air 
clean, and is good for the environment. 

The Energy Conservation Fair is a 
community partnership of the Coachella 
Valley Association of Governments, the 
Building Industry Association ï Desert 
Chapter, Southern California Edison, 
and Southern California Gas Company. 
For information about participating in the 
Energy Conservation Fair as an exhibitor, 
please contact CVAG at (760) 346-1127 or 
email lrogers@cvag.org

Be a Part of the Indio Chamber 
of Commerceôs 19th Annual 
Golf Tournament!
May 17th ï 7:30 a.m. Shotgun Start at 
The Golf Club at Terra Lago

You can help by donating a prize 
for the golfers! We will announce 
your business name when the 

prizes are distributed and have your 
business cards and brochures available 
for anyone interested in visiting you!

Itôs a great marketing opportunity for 
your business and you will help support 
the Indio Chamber of Commerce.

If you would like to participate as a 

golfer, corporate sponsor, or tee sponsor 
please call the Chamber of Commerce at 
(760) 347-0676.

Please complete the form below and 
return it to us:                            

Indio Chamber of Commerce, 82-921 
Indio Blvd., Indio, CA  92201, or fax to 
(760) 347-6069. For more information 
contact Jim Dibley at (760) 409-7669.

(  ) Corporate Sponsor $700   (  ) Tee Sponsor $125   (  ) Individual Golfer(s) $150

Business Name: ___________________________________________________________

Credit Card #___________________________Exp Date: _______ Type (MC/Visa/Amex)

Address: ________________________City:___________Zip: _______Total: $_________

Golfer(s): 1. ______________________________ 2. ______________________________

                 3. ______________________________ 4. ______________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________ Phone: ______________________

Please mail form to the Indio Chamber of Commerce

82-921 Indio Blvd., Indio, CA  92201 or fax to (760) 347-6069 or call (760) 347-0676 

Booths at BizNet Expo 2007, on April 19, 2007, from 
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. are going fast. Call the Indio 
Chamber of Commerce to reserve your booth now 

or book online at www.biznetexpo.net and save $20.
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BUSINESS UPDATE

Two senior-level staff appointments 
have been announced by Carolyn 
M. Stark, Executive Director of 

the UCR Palm Desert Graduate Center 
and Assistant Provost of the University of 
California, Riverside. 

Toni Lawrence has been named Director 
of Executive Education Programs. She 
joins UCR Palm Desert from UCR 
Extension, where she was Director of Arts 
and Humanities programs and also Director 
of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 
Lawrence will develop, implement and 
manage executive education programs 
and other special programs in areas that 
respond to the needs of the Coachella 
Valley and the region. 

Two Senior Staff Appointments 
Announced at UCR Palm Desert
Directors named for Development and Executive Education Programs

Lynda Stansbury is now UCR 
Palm Desertôs Executive Director of 
Development for Desert Programs. She was 
most recently Director of Development for 
the San Diego Museum of Art. Stansbury 
is responsible for finding individual 
and corporate support for the academic, 
executive education and research programs 
at UCR Palm Desert.

ñWe are very pleased to welcome Toni 
and Lynda to our team,ò Stark said. ñTheir 
impressive backgrounds and records of 
accomplishments make them a perfect 
ýt for our ambitious goals as UCR Palm 
Desert continues its outreach and service 
to the community,ò she said.  

IID Energy is going live with a new Power 
Notiýcation (PN) outage restoration 
process that will enable the utilityôs 

management to better understand, trend 
and benchmark reliability performance, 
announced IID Energy Manager John 
Federowicz. The new notiýcation system 
will also improve IID Energyôs ability to 
respond to customers who are experiencing 
problems with their electric service. 

ñTo help us in our quest to become a 
world-class utility, we have undertaken 
a number of technology initiatives,ò 
Federowicz explains. ñIn each case, 
our goal has been to use our technology 
investments to their fullest potential. The 
new PN Notiýcation system is an excellent 
example of utilizing our SAP system to 
improve customer service.ò 

According to Al Juarez III, 
superintendent general of distribution 
operations, the notices are designed to 
record all relevant information when a 
customer reports a case of trouble (CT). 
At IID, a case of trouble could mean no 
power, partial power or þuctuating power 
for an individual customer. 

"When the new system goes live, one 
PN notiýcation will be created for each 
case of trouble,ò Juarez explained. ñThe 
notiýcation will then become the document 
that drives reliability reporting.ò 

Power Notiýcation System 
Maximizes Information 
and Reliability 

In the past, added Juarez, the distribution 
operations center used a stand alone 
database to record and report information. 
Without the ability to communicate with 
other IID Energy systems, information 
about cases of trouble could not be 
shared, which hindered IIDôs ability to 
evaluate and improve system reliability 
and respond to customers experiencing 
service problems. 

Technology, however, has produced a 
winning solution. ñThrough our research,ò 
Juarez says, ñwe discovered IIDôs SAP 
computer system offers the opportunity 
to use a notiýcation type to record power 
disturbance information. And whatôs most 
exciting from a technology perspective is 
that the notiýcation is part of the SAPôs 
core functionality, saving IID Energy time 
and money.ò 

The purpose of the project is to enhance 
IID Energyôs ability to provide reliable 
power to its customers. ñOur goals are to 
consistently and efýciently gather relevant 
data that allows us to gauge our reliability 
performance, identify problems, and 
improve customer service,ò said Juarez. 
By gaining the ability to deýne reliability 
performance based on industry standards, 
IID Energy can also benchmark its 
reliability against other utilities.    

Now that youôre done with your taxes,
maybe we can talk about that 

other inevitability.

KATHLEEN CRUZ / ADVANCE PLANNING

760-328-3571

The Indio Chamber of Commerce Mural Program 
has produced seven beautiful visions of the area's 
history and culture. It has been several years since 

the program was started and all of the murals were in some 
state of deterioration and need of refurbishing. The City's 
Arts in Public Places program funded a $27,000 program to 
repair all the murals. They were covered with a protective 
coating against sun and weather; and blemishes were 
repaired. The work took two professional artists nine days 
to complete. The repairs are expected to last 5-10 years 
before additional work will be needed.

City's Murals Get Repairs

City of Indio and Coachella Valley 
Historical Society Present Heritage Day

Heritage Day, an annual event 
presented by the City and the 
Coachella Valley Historical 

Society and its Museum, will be 
held Saturday, April 14, 2007, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the corner of 
Miles Avenue and Deglet Noor Street in 
Indio. There will be lots to see and do at 
the festive event, including Mariachis from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and door prizes 
every hour. Activities include tours of the 
1909 Schoolhouse, Mexican-American 
Pioneer Exhibit, folkloric dancers, 

blacksmithing, quilting, food vendors, 
juggling, wood carving, string games, early 
American toy making & games, art exhibit, 
General Patton Mobile Museum, as well as 
free tours of the The Smiley Place/Tyler 
House and the Date Garden.

This event is a wonderful opportunity 
to bring out the whole family for a day of 
old-fashioned fun, recalling the heritage of 
Indio and the surrounding area. Admission 
is free. For more information call the 
Coachella Valley Museum & Cultural 
Center at 342-6651.
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Busy Month at the Indio Chamber of Commerce

February Donors - THANK YOU!!!!!
Academy of Professional Careers Å Arbonne International, Esther Kuzawa  

Banco Popular Å Childrenôs Discovery Museum Å Costco
Desert Fox Distributing Å El Mexicali Caf® II Å Emerald Roofing, Inc.

Gonstead Chiropractic Å Indio Chamber of Commerce Å Itôs A Grind 
Jackson-Hewitt Tax Service Å La Casita Adobe Grill

Made in the Shade Blinds & More Å Oak Park Financial Services
Richard Sanchez Å Sands Indian Wells Hotel Å The Living Desert

 Ambassadors came out to celebrate Jadabugôs Ribbon Cutting with owners Ryan and Joanna Whitlow.  Doug 
Clark, Jacquie Bethel, Deborah Dawson, Frank & Fran Handler, Ezekiel Bonillas, Emma Salcedo, Cris 
Romero, Nancy Madson, and Jack Horner were on hand for the celebration as were many friends and family 
of Jadabugôs Baby Furniture. 

 Ambassador Frank Handler thought they were giving out 
babies as door prizes. Sorry Frank, this little one woke up and 
wanted his mommy!

Richard Weintraub, 
(Weintraub Financial 
Services), and Summer 
Parkinson of Empire 
Polo Club received 
framed, autographed 
2007 Southwest Arts 
FestivalÈ posters as well 
as plaques for sponsoring 
the festival.

More new members 
were welcomed by 
Mayor Godfrey, Deborah 
McGarrey and the 
Chamberôs sales team of 
Janie Hurtado and Greg 
Casserly.  Gabriel Valle 
of Total Plan Business 
Interiors, John Rose of 
the Indio Police Ofýcers 
Memorial Widows, and 
Scott Nelson of Payment 
Processing Direct also 
received plaques. 

Richard Weintraub of 
Weintraub Financial Services 
was the sponsor of Marchôs 
Mayorôs Breakfast.  Chairman 
of the Board Deborah 
McGarrey, Mayor Ben Godfrey 
and CEO Sherry Johnson thank 
Mr. Weintraub.
 

Scott Woodard of 
Windermere, Ricky 
Hernandez of Sit 'n Sleep 
Mattress, and Gloria 
Romero Franz of National 
Planning Corporation 
received new member 
plaques for the month.

The Labor Law Seminar, co-sponsored by the 
Chamberôs Government Affairs and Public Policy 
and Business Recruitment and Retention committees, 
discussed the top ten employment law topics. 

Karen J. Sloat, Esquire, an employment law and 
litigation attorney with the law ýrm of FitzGerald 
& Mule, LLP, presents critical information to 35 
businesses who attended the Labor Law Seminar.

Labor Law Seminar

Mayor's Breakfast

Ribbon Cutting




