THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO: :
A Creating a strong local economy A Promoting the community A Providing networking opportunities
A Representing the interests of business with government A Political action A Making referrals
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Indio Chamber Taking

Political Action
By Chamber Staff

competencies that drive the Indio

Chamber of Commerceds body of
work for this fiscal year, this installment
relates to the sixth, and final, core
competency: Taking Political Action.

The Indio Chamber of Commerce
influences public policy on behalf of
business. The Chamber also identifies,
encourages and endorses business-
friendly candidates in local, county, state
and federal elections.

Perhaps the most controversial function
is Chambers being involved in politics, and
it is quickly becoming the norm for a large
number of Chambers of Commerce. There
are several ways in which a chamber can
be a player in the world of political action.
The Indio Chamber of Commerce supports
this core competency by endorsing City
Council candidates, taking positions on
local measures as well as state legislation,
raising money for campaigns, school bonds
or local issues through the Chamber PAC,
sponsoring candidates forums for the public,
holding State of the City events featuring
local politicians, and working with elected
officials to craft legislation.

The Governmental Affairs and Public
Policy (GAPP) committee of the Indio
Chamber of Commerce recommends to
the Board of Directors that the Chamber

I n our continued focus on the core

support, oppose and or take a ono
positiond on issues pertinent to the
business community

The Board of Directors and staff are
actively working to create further ways
to meet this objective.

B Chamberds Governmental Affairs
and Public Policy committee: Regional
elected official representatives attend
meetings on an ongoing basis.

B Chamber sponsored Candidates
Forum for local City Council candidates:
Ask questions of candidates pertinent to
your business.

B Chamber sponsored Labor Law
Seminarsand other business/governmental
seminars.

B Monthly Chamber Mayorés Breakfast:
Local elected officials as well as city
employees attend monthly meetings and
are available to the membership.

B Annual 0State of the Cityé Luncheon
with presentations made by the Mayor and
staff from the City of Indio.

The Indio Chamber of Commerce
is dedicated to helping your business
grow and to influence public policy on
behalf of business as well as making your
community a great place to do business.
At the Indio Chamber, we are all about
business!

GAPP Committee Makes
Recommendations to
Chamber Board of Directors

he Governmental Affairs and

I Public Policy (GAPP) committee
of the Indio Chamber of Commerce
recommend to the Board of Directors that
the Chamber support, oppose and take a 6no

positiond on issues pertinent to the business
community.

The GAPP committee recommended to
the Board to oppose the Tobacco Retail
Licensing Ordinance No. 838. After

extensive investigation and discussion, the
committee felt strongly that the business
community would be best served by
following the recommendation. For more
information regarding this issue or the
GAPP committee, contact the Chamber at
347-0676.

The Board of Directors voted to take ono
positiond.
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BizNet Expo Set for April 24

|
he BizNet Expo, Business
Showcase and Symposium, will

be held Thursday, April 24, 2008
at Fantasy Springs Resort Casino.

Presented by the Indio, La Quinta
and Coachella Chambers of Commerce,
the Expo will feature 0The Pulse of the
Valley6 Symposium from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m. with admission at $10. Attendees
can save 35 if they register online at
www.BizNetExpo.net.

The Business Showcase, from 4:30 to

EXPO

Net

7:00 p.m. with over 150 booths is free, as is the
Taste of the East Valley, with samplings from
area restaurants. Craig Michaels of Musical
Affair will be the Master of Ceremonies,
and business booths, food booths and prize
drawings will be featured.

BizNet offers Corporate Sponsorships for
$750 and features many benefits for your
business. Call the Chamber at (760) 347-0676
for more information.

Mark your calendars for this business
networking event.

Use the Indio Chamber to
Promote Your Business

ware of some of the ways you can promote your business through the Chamber.

Whether you have recently joined the Chamber or are a longtime member, you may not be
a

Absolutely free:

Ribbon cuttings are not only for new businesses but a great way to advertise a remodel or
change of location. A photo will appear in the monthly newsletter along with a brief article to
let everyone know the latest news about your business.

We have added three new columns to our monthly newsletter and need your news! The columns
are Business Bulletins, Community Corner and Non-Profit News. Send us a press release about a

new employee, an award you have received,

an event you are planning or any other newsworthy

item that has occurred in your business and we will publish it in our newsletter in the appropriate
column. This is a great way of getting free 0PRG for your business or organization.

Bring business cards, brochures or flyers to the monthly Breakfasts or Mixers to display on

tables provided to our members.

Place your cards, brochures or flyers in the Chamber office.

Not free, but very effective:

Insert flyers in our monthly mailer which is now combined with East Valley Business.
Place an advertisement in the East Valley Business.

Place a banner ad on the website.

Sponsor a breakfast. This gives you the opportunity to put your collateral material at every
place setting and give a 5 minute overview of your business.

Host a mixer (although the Chamber does not charge for this there is an associated cost for
food). Dondt have room? Concerned about cost? Join with another member! Join with several
other members in the same complex and hold a Showcase mixer for your center!

If you have any questions about how to access the opportunities that are available to you or
want to find out about costs for advertising, just give the Chamber a call. Infact, call us anyway-

we like to hear from you!

Inside This Issue

April

Page 2

GAPP Committee News
Page 3

Check Acceptance Tips
Page 4
Mixer
Page 6

Calendar




Page 2 East Valley Business A April 2008

BUSINESS PROFILE

l | nited Cerebral Palsy of the Inland
Empire has afterschool and
recreational programs located

in Indio, Cathedral City, Palm Springs,

Hemet, and Beaumont serving children and

young adults with disabilities throughout the

Coachella Valley and Riverside County.

UCP offers In Home Respite Care,
throughout Riverside County and parts
of San Bernardino County, to families of
disabled children. In Home Respite Care
provides opportunities for a much needed
rest, or to attend doctords appointments and
run routine errands at NO cost to families
that are referred through our Inland Regional
Center. Families not qualified through our
Inland Regional Center may also purchase
services directly from UCP.

Indio, has a new program site for our
oSkillbuilderds" afterschool program for
disabled children. Opened in June 2007,
Skillbuilderds Indio Site offers special needs
children an opportunity to learn and recreate
with their peers, under the supervision
of trained and certified ocoachesd.
This program provides the children an
opportunity to learn independence, social
skills and team work.

One of our Indio youth is now a member
of the Indiots Youth Advisory Council. The
Youth Advisory Council now also has other
members, who have become involved in
Indiods Skillbuilderds program and whom
have volunteered their own time and
support, to further our Indio program and
to help mentor our disabled children.

FROM THE GAPP COMMITTEE

By Chairman Mark Harner, Paciyc Western Bank

The new legislative year is in full
swing, the legislatures are back in
session and the governor has a big
budget problem. Hold on to your wallet!

At the monthly Indio Chamber
Governmental Affairs and Public Policy
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(GAPP) meeting we are fortunate that
representatives of our elected officials
regularly attend. Their interests are as
varied as their districts and constituents.
Now is a good time to get a quick glimpse
of what their concentrations will be in the

-+ NOTARY

Mﬂl-LBﬂ':'H.
RENTALS

UNITED STATES
| B POSTAL SERVICE.

(760) 863~ 4645

PLAY & FILET

100000 Sguare Feel of Meating Spaca

Expcutnmg Boardroaem with Vidoeo Conferancmg

250 Lusury Foams and Suiles

Esxciting Vegas-style Gaming

LwAcra Oasis Pool Area and 24 Lang Bowlng Canter
i Fabddoirs Hestaurants and Internaticnal Burtel

solf Course Opan 0 Early 2007

FANTASY'| SPRINGS

RESORT ( CASING
800.827.2946

Bd-2d5 Inda Springs Parkway indio Calidiarals are Fank st pringydesssy cam

coming year that affects Indio and the
Coachella Valley.

Congresswoman Mary Bono Mack (R-
Palm Springs) is continuing her efforts
to insure funding for the restoration of
the Salton Sea, promoting legislation to
strengthen the economy and promoting
the MATCH ACT-an arsonist registry to
assist law enforcement.

Senator Jim Battinds (R-La Quinta)
legislative package focuses on establishing
a Clean-Tech Investment Zone in the
Coachella Valley that would create hiring
and equipment purchasing tax credits
similar to enterprise zones, continuing
improved reforms for the workmends
compensation system and assisting
businesses and individuals who have to
interact with the state while defending
themselves against frivolous lawsuits.

Senator Denise Ducheny (D-San Diego)
is Senate Budget Committee Chair and is
deeply involved in the budget process.
Senator Ducheny will finalize the
identification of a workable Salton Sea
restoration plan and push SB 1135 that
will require the Employment Development
Department to annually report training
expenditures made by local workforce
boards.

Assemblywoman Bonnie Garcia (R-
Cathedral City) as Vice-Chair for the
Committee on Housing and Community

Development will focus on the foreclosure
crisis in the State of California. Locally,
she will pursue incentives for the creation
and use of renewable energy facilities
particularly regarding geothermal energy
in the Salton Sea area.

Assemblyman John Benoit (R-Bermuda
Dunes) is concentrating on passing
legislation to allow for a Small Business
Family Scheduling Option (Flexible
Workweek for small business), passing
State Budget Spending Cap legislation
(limits state spending growth to inflation
and population increases) and as a member
of the Assembly Republican Budget Task
Force, fixing the stateds $14 million budget
deficit.

This year, Supervisor Roy Wilson is
Chair of the Riverside County Board of
Supervisors. He is monitoring the state
budget cuts for their impact on local
government, and at the same time, pushing
ahead many infrastructure projects to boost
the lagging construction industry and get
the obest bang for the buck.6 Recent
projects include the Mecca Library and
Sheriffés Substation, the new Ripley Fire
Station and the Varner Road/Monterey
Avenue beautification project.

The Indio Chamber GAPP Committee
will be closely monitoring the progress on
these issues in the coming months.

Support the Chamber Members who advertise in the

East Valley Business, your Chamber newsletter!

Business Name:

The 20" Annual
Indio Chamber of Commerce

Golf Tournament & Fundraiser!

Thursday, MAy 15, 2008
7:30 a.m. Shotgun Start 12.00 pm. Lunch

The Golf Club at Terra Lago

Be a Corporate Sponsor, a Tee Sponsor,
or sign up as an individual!
You can also sign up as a twosome or foursome!

*Every golfer receives one free round of golf at Terra Lago

( ) Corporate Sponsor $700 ( ) Tee Sponsor $125
( ) Individual Golfer(s) $150

Credit Card #

Exp Date:
Address:

______ Type: (MC/Visa/Amex)

City:
Golfer(s): 1.

Zip:

Total: $

2.

3.

4.

Contact Person:

Phone:

82-921 Indio Blvd.,

Please mail form to the Indio Chamber of Commerce
Indio, CA 92201 or fax to
(760) 347-6069 or call (760) 347-0676
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IID Board Approves Critical
Transmission Project

Midway to Bannister Project Will Serve Future
Geothermal Energy Producers

The Imperial Irrigation District (11D)
Board of Directors unanimously
approved a critical transmission
upgrade project recently during their

regularly scheduled meeting.

11D Energy will build 35 miles of new
transmission near the Salton Sea between
the existing 11D Energy Midway substation
and the proposed Bannister substation.

Part of 11D Energyés overall Green Path
Transmission Expansion plan, the new line
will increase the reliability of 11D Energyts
transmission infrastructure while spurring
the growth of the Imperial Valleyés budding
renewable energy industry.

fiThe Imperial Valley is poised to
be a world leader in renewable energy
generation. This new industry will create
high-paying jobs in our region and
infuse our local economy with millions
of dollars,0 said 11D Energy Assistant
Manager Juan Carlos Sandoval.

Wielding revenues generated from the
project are expected to repay construction
costs within the first several years of
operation. Additional revenues will assist
in sustaining 11D Energyds economical
electric rates in the future.

fiWith a 40,000 MW renewable energy
potential in the Imperial Valley, 1ID has

more than 22 generator interconnection
requests currently on the books waiting to
be processed. Many of these are expected
to come on-line within the next five years.
Creating the needed transmission capacity
for these generators can make or break
their ability to operate in our area,0 added
Sandoval.

Recognizing the importance of
transmission resources, the 11D Board
of Directors unanimously adopted two
major policy initiatives in October to
bolster renewable energy development in
the Imperial Valley that promises to boost
the economy of the region. The Midway to
Bannister project aligns with these previous
resolutions and demonstrates [1Dés
commitment to furthering the renewable
energy generation in the region.

About 11D Energy

11D Energy is one of the fastest-growing
utilities in the nation and provides electric
power to over 140,000 customers in
Imperial County and parts of Riverside
and San Diego counties. The third largest
public power provider in California, 11D
Energy manages approximately 1,100 MW
of energy derived from a diverse resource
portfolio of renewable and nonrenewable
sources that includes its own generation
and purchased power.

Reports from the Chamber Committees

Ambassador Committee

The Ambassadors hosted the after-
hours Mixer at the Tack Room
Tavern. Ambassadors also attended
a Ribbon Cutting at the brand new Rite Aid
Pharmacy store in Indio and have many
more planned for the upcoming months.
The Ambassadors were busy at the Old
Town Indio StreetFest manning the Beer
Garden.

Thank you to our Ambassadors of the

Rachel & Julio

One Summer in Brooklyn
A forbidden love between a
Jewish girl & a Cuban boy
is re-kindled 36 years later

April 10 to April 27

month for February; Frank Handler with
375 points, Jacquie Bethel with 350, and
Gail Perry with 300 points for a total of
41 hours donated to the Chamber for
the month. Come out and meet your
Ambassadors or come to one of our
meetings, we always have room for more!
Ambassadors meet the first Tuesday of the
month at 8:15 in the Boardroom. We invite
you to meet our Ambassadors each month
in the Ambassador Highlight segment of
this publication.

Calendar of Events
45-175 Fargo St.
Indio, CA 92201

775-5200
Reserved Seating
Only
Visit Our Website at

indioperformingartscenter.org

Swing Time
with
Ted Herman

and his Orchestra
Dancing from 7 to 10pm
April 1st & April 15th

IPAC’s “Show of Shows”

THE VARIETY SHOW IS BACK
(Thank you Sid Caesar)

Featuring the Best Entertainers of Comedy

and Music in our Valley
April 18th - 19th & 20

Check Acceptance Tips

The Riverside County District
Attorneyds Bad Check Restitution
Program provides cost-free
assistance to recipients of bad checks.
To keep losses at a minimum, establish a

strict check acceptance policy and always
follow it.

A Ask for a driverés license. Ask to see the
card and record the numbers on the front of
the check. No license, no check!

A Record both the home and work
telephone numbers on the front of the
check.

A Do not accept a opost-datedd check
or agree to oholdé a check for any length
of time.

A A check should have a complete
address. Avoid checks with a 0P.O. Boxd
address.

ANo ocounterd checks or checks printed
by the bank for a new account.

A A check should be signed in your
presence; no previously signed checks.

A A check should be for the amount of
purchase only. Avoid giving cash back.

A No out of state checks.
A There is added risk with accepting a

otwo-party6 check or cashing a payroll
check.

A Use caution when taking a check from
out of your area. Ask why the customer
is shopping or doing business so far from
where they live.

A If you feel suspicious, encourage the
customer to use their ATM card, credit card
or suggest they pay with cash.

A Never risk taking a check for an amount
high enough to cause financial hardship for
your business. Ask for cash or a cashierds
check.

A Network with other merchants,
especially if they operate a similar
business.

Use caution whenever you accept a
check. Learn to trust your intuition. If
you feel suspicious, ask for another form
of payment. A check is not an IOU; the
funds should be in the bank at the time
of the transaction. Bad checks are bad
business.

For information on the Riverside County
District Attorneyis Bad Check Restitution
Program, contact the Victim Hotline for
help: 1-800-584-3201.

All Desert Computer A Childrenis Discovery Museum of the Desert
Costco A Desert Radio Group A ETCETERA
Glenn Miller & Associates A Indio Performing Arts Center
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service A Kirkyt Personal Training
La Hacienda Landscape & Nursery, Inc.
Landmark A Milan Massage Clinic

Palm Springs Air Museum A Powers Awards A Samis Club

Seawright Custom Precast, Inc. A Tack Room Tavern

The Golf Club at Terra Lago A The Design Collection

The Living Desert Zoo & Gardens A US Post Ofyce
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