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In the October issue of the East Valley 
Business News you learned the Board 
of Directors met at their annual retreat 

to review the Chamberõs body of work as it 
relates to what the membership has told us 
they expect from their Chamber. Over the 
next six months you will see an overview 
of all six core competencies that will drive 
the Chamberõs body of work this fiscal year. 
The first of the six is: Creating a strong local 
economy. In a recent survey of members, 
82% tell us this is extremely important for the 
Chamber to do and ranks as the number one 
reason why members join the Chamber. 

The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
promotes the local economy in a multitude 
of ways that include the following activities. 
Many more will be developed to expand on 
meeting this objective:

Indio Chamber Working to Create 
A Strong Local Economy

Å Encouraging members and residents to 
do business with local Indio businesses.  

Å Referrals given to members as first 
priority. 

Å  The website promotes member 
businesses to the community & visitors. 

Å Educational forums are provided 
throughout the year in addition to the 
monthly Mayorõs Networking Breakfast 
where keynote speakers cover a variety of 
pertinent business topics.

Å Other educational events include the 
BizNet Business Symposium and Annual 
Labor Law Workshop.

Å To showcase local businesses, the 
Chamber sponsors the annual BizNet 
Business Expo in conjunction with the 
chambers of Coachella and La Quinta. 

Å Partnering with SCORE (Counselors 
to America's Small Business) to bring 
practical, business training to members 
who may need assistance with a business 
plan or how to obtain financing. 

Å Partnering with the Coachella Valley 
Enterprise Zone to help Indio area businesses, 
small or large, to potentially save thousands 
of dollars through reduction of State Income 
Tax through Hiring Credit Incentives where 
qualified employees can be worth up to 
$32,000 in tax credits over five years to 
employers.  

The Indio Chamber is dedicated to 
helping your business grow and making 
your community a great place to do 
business.  Watch for some of these business 
enhancement benefits in the months 
ahead:

B Shop local programs;
B Member-to-member discount 

programs;
B Business best practices seminars;
B Supporting business-friendly 

candidates;
B Leadership programs.
At the Indio Chamber weõre all about 

businessé.and weõre taking steps every 
day to create a strong local economy for 
the entire business community.

Next month the focus will be on 
Core Competency #2: Promoting the 
Community. 

Pirates of the Coachella 
Valley A Swashbuckling 
Networking Success!By Anita Kramer, Chamber CEO

What a bunch of scallywagséSharon and John Ferrelli, Deborah McGarrey, Jim and Linda 
Harrison and Michael McGarrey.

By Chamber Staff

Alas!  All ye scallywags, wenches and 
rascals, the òPirates of the Coachella 
Valleyó annual fall FunRaiser turned out to 
be a swashbuckling success.  Pirates were 
treated to an evening of great provisions 
served up by Carlos Johnson of CJõs 
Catering, Pirate Punch and plenty of rum, 
fabulous sounds provided by Captain Craig 
Michaels of Musical Affair, Pirates, and 

plenty of booty!  Over 60 items were on 
display for pillaginõ and purchasinõ, not to 
mention the four incredible Live Auction 
items, which generated a handsome booty 
for the Chamber.

The event took place October 13 at 
Empire Polo Clubõs Hacienda del Toro.  
Guests were encouraged to dress up (and 
did they dress up) and those who needed 
a little help were offered eye patches, 
necklaces, tattoos and more to get into 
character.  Over 260 scallywags attended 

Continued on page 5
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

FROM THE GAPP COMMITTEE

Special Session: Will A Flawed 
System Produce Flawed Results?
By Senator Jim Battin

By Chairman Mark Harner, Paciýc Western Bank    

While this is usually the time of 
year when business owners 
and citizens throughout the 

state breathe a sigh of relief because 
the state legislature is out of session and 
canõt do any more harm until January, 
the Governor has called a ôspecial 
sessionõ to deal with two issues: water 
and health care.  Much like our broken 
budget process, the Governor and the 
legislative leadership will get together 
on the details and then present their 
ôsolutionõ to the full legislature for 
a stamp of approval.  Unfortunately, 
what this creates is a process devoid of 
debate and an honest exchange of ideas 
within the legislature.  In essence, we 
have taken what is supposed to be 
a deliberative body and reduced the 
dialogue to three words ð yes, no and 
abstain. 

Donõt get me wrong, these are two very 
important issues and that is precisely why 
they deserve thoughtful, prudent and 
well-reasoned solutions.  However, I am 
concerned that a flawed system is only 

capable of producing flawed results.  It is 
similar to expecting to have a beautifully 
manicured lawn when using a dilapidated 
mower with dull blades.  What you get in 
reality are results that are so patchy and 
lopsided that even your neighbors are 
harmed by diminished property values. 

Bottom line ð even when the legislature 
follows protocol and properly studies, 
deliberates and debates legislation, we 
are still faced with the very real danger 
of unintended consequences.  When we 
waive the rules ð as in a special session 
ð we further run the risk of producing a 
product that not only will never work, but 
may even become harmful to those it is 
intended to help.      

For my part during this special session, 
I will insist on practical and sensible 
solutions based on logical conclusions 
rather than simply accepting a politically 
expedient compromise so we can tell voters 
that we actually did something. 

 

BUSINESS UPDATE

 

The Coachella Valley Museum and 
Cultural Center (which houses 
the restored 1909 Schoolhouse), 

located at Deglet Noor and Miles Avenue, 
has announced extended hours for the 
fall season. The Museum is open to 
the general public on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
School groups and community groups 
are welcome by appointment on Monday 
through Thursday.

New permanent exhibits about 
community leader Dr. Reynaldo Carreon, 
pioneer physician Dr. June McCarroll, and 
aviator Jacqueline Cochran join continuing 
exhibits about the date industry and Native 
Peoples. Temporary exhibits include 
òJapanese Dollsó and the Watercolor 
Society òSmall Imagesó show which run 
through December. The first Sunday of the 
month is Free Sunday. Call 342-6651 for 
further information or visit the web site at 
www.coachellavalleymuseum.org

Extended Hours and New Exhibits for 
Coachella Valley Museum

PUBLIC AFFAIRS/POLITICS

Governor Signs Six Bills to Provide Flood Safety
Sealing a compromise between 

environmentalists and builders, Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed legislation  
to phase in growth restrictions in flood-
prone areas throughout the Central Valley. 
The Republican governor approved six 

bills designed to force cities and counties to 
consider flood risks in the planning process 
without imposing a strict moratorium, a 
previous sticking point for builders.

 Sacramento Bee

Consumer Protection Bill Could Cost Retailers
Critics, however, contend that the 

incentive structure doesnõt make sense 
because if a business abides by the security 
standards and is hacked anyway, it still 
òmayó be on the hook for notification and 
replacement costs. Currently, merchants 
donõt incur any costs when notifying credit 

unions of a potential breach ñ creating a 
strong incentive to report even the most 
minor problems, such as an unsecured 
computer being left on when the cleaning 
crew comes in. 

Orange County Register

Governor Kills Bill Seeking to Close Loophole in 
Open-Meeting Law

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has vetoed 
a bill that attempted to prevent city councils 
and other local government boards from 
using a series of private meetings or 

communications to skirt open-meeting 
requirements.

 Associated Press in the

 North County Times

HUMAN RESOURCES/HEALTH & SAFETY

decision comes after labor, civil liberties 
and immigrantsõ rights groups filed a 
lawsuit to stop the department from using 
Social Security òno-matchó letters for 
immigration enforcement.

 Los Angeles Times

Judge Blocks Worker ID Rule
A federal judge ruled that the government 

cannot use mismatched Social Security 
data to root out illegal immigrants from the 
workforce, declaring that such enforcement 
actions would do òirreparable harm to 
innocent workers and employers.ó The 

Workers' Comp Cuts Beat Estimate
Californiaõs massive overhaul of the 

state-run workersõ compensation system 
has slashed billions of dollars more in 
benefits and medical costs than anticipated 
by the insurance industry. A new study 

reveals cuts in medical fees, limits on 
treatment and revamped benefit payments 
have carved $14.5 billion from the state-
run program.

 Sacramento Bee

Wellness vs. Privacy: Companies Health Surveys Get 
Cool Reception

Employers may offer incentives, such 
as gift certificates or lower premium 
contributions, to entice employees to take 
the tests - and higher health costs if they 

donõt. Workers at risk for health problems 
are generally referred to a program, such as 
smoking cessation or weight control.

San Francisco Chronicle

ECONOMY

Record Exports Help Push Trade Deýcit to Lowest 
Level in Seven Months

The U.S. trade deficit fell to the lowest 
level in seven months, helped by record-
high sales of American products and the 
declining value of the dollar. The deficit 
with China declined as imports edged 

down slightly following a string of high-
profile recalls. 

Associated Press in the 

San Diego Union-Tribune

Little Firms May Face Big Penalties
Heads up if you own a small retail 

shop: The state of California may come 
knocking on your door looking for your 
sellerõs permit. About 33,000 businesses 
in California are selling without that little 
piece of paper, estimates the Board of 

Equalization, which issues the permits and 
collects the taxes. The resulting loss in tax 
revenue adds up to about $344 million a 
year, according to the board.

 Los Angeles Times

Few Lenders Are Willing to Make Mortgage 
Modiýcations, Survey Says

Mortgage lenders rarely help 
homeowners struggling with rapidly 
increasing adjustable mortgages, according 
to a survey of 33 California housing 
counseling agencies. Only one agency 

responding to the survey said that loan 
modification - adjusting a mortgageõs terms 
to make it more affordable - is among the 
most common outcomes for its clients.

 San Francisco Chronicle

Once a month the All Valley City 
Chambers of Commerce Legislative 
Committee meets to discuss 

governmental and public policy affairs of 
mutual interest.  The City Chamber members 
are Cathedral City, Desert Hot Springs, Indio, 
La Quinta, Palm Desert, Palm Springs and 
Rancho Mirage. Coachella and Indian Wells 
attend on a non-voting basis.    

The Indio Chamber of Commerce has three 
representatives on the All Valley City Chambers 
of Commerce Legislative Committee:  Anita 
Kramer, CEO; Mark Harner, Pacific Western 
Bank and Nancy Madson, Seawright Custom 
Precast.

Though the chambers and cities are diverse, 
which is a strength, we all have one major 
question---what will our Coachella Valley 
look like in the years to come and what will 
that mean for business.

At the October meeting of the All Valley, we 
were presented with a picture of the future, the 
challenges and opportunities ahead by John 
Souliere, new President/CEO of the Coachella 
Valley Economic Partnership (CVEP), a 
private, non-profit economic development 
corporation.

CVEP is an economic partnership comprised 
of members/investors from the nine valley 
cities, the county and 122 private businesses 
and entities working together to market 
the Coachella Valley as a prime business 
destination.  The charge is to promote the 
uniqueness of each city in the Valley while 

featuring the common characteristics of being 
business capable plus offering a unique resort 
lifestyle to its residents.

CVEP approaches its mission by utilizing 
its team of investors, community leaders, 
consultants and staff. The Coachella Valley 
Economic Partnership will market, facilitate 
and provide economic information to its 
clients, investors and community for additional 
economic opportunity for all residents and 
businesses.  CVEP recognizes and celebrates 
individual community economic identity, 
competition and interest through our values of 
relationship building, shared vision and ethics.  
CVEP will expand and diversify the regional 
economy of the Coachella Valley without 
comprising each communityõs integrity and 
quality of life.

The targeted industries for CVEP and the 
future of our area are healthcare, recreation, 
multimedia, education and advanced 
technologies.  The goal is to bring well paying 
jobs and continue to have clean industry in our 
Valley.  

Underlying the success of this march into the 
future is the necessity of a skilled and trained 
workforce.  CVEP and its members are strong 
supporters of our growing educational system 
from the grade school level to university.

Youôll be hearing more and more from CVEP 
in the coming months as our Valley continues to 
grow and mature.  For more information visit 
CVEPôs website at www.cvep.com. 
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THIS MONTH'S BUSINESS CARD RECIPIENT

September 2007 MIXER

Busy Month of Networking at the Indio Chamber of Commerce

Voted #1 Pizza & Italian Restaurant in Coachella Valley

* Take-Out Service * Groups Welcome * Family Dining

WHERE THE LOCALS EAT 347-6503 81-963 Highway 111, Indio

Ciroès Italian Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 10 pm

Commercial Brokers Luncheon

The City of Indio and Indio Chamber of Commerce presented the Second Annual Commercial 
Brokers Luncheon on September 27 at Sun City Shadow Hills.  The top twenty-þve revenue 
producing businesses for the City were presented with awards for their success. Over 150 guests 
attended the luncheon.

Norma Leith of the Indio Performing Arts 
Center was the guest speaker and updated 
guests on what is available in our own 
community.  Emcee for the breakfast, Board 
member Nancy Madson of Seawright Custom 
Precast, Inc. and Mayor Ben Godfrey pose for 
a picture.

New members for the month, Teresa Bautista 
of Soul of Mexico Restaurant, Ismael Pena 
of DJ Audio Source, Sue Sweeney of Sun City 
Shadow Hills, Nancy Madson, Guadalupe 
Lua of Soul of Mexico Restaurant and Mayor 
Godfrey.

Senior Sales Manager Janie Hurtado and 
Mayor Godfrey present new members with 
a plaque, Marion Michaela of DBI, Travis 
Wilson of PayChex, Carlos Campos and 
Sylvia Lopez of Andorra Apartments, and 
Marion Burton of Idearc.

Ben Vasquez of California Bank and Trust 
sponsored Octoberõs Mayorõs Breakfast.  
California Bank & Trust is located at 
81-701 Highway 111, Indio.

Ambassadors came out to help celebrate the 
Grand Opening of DJ Audio Source, 83-058 
Highway 111, Indio.  Ismael Pena cuts the 
ribbon as family and friends look on.

El Destino Night Club celebrated their 
opening with a Ribbon Cutting, 83-085 Indio 
Blvd., Indio.  City ofþcials, Board Members 
and Ambassadors were on hand to help J. 
Anthony Perez and Rudy Morales cut the 
ribbon.

The Indio and La Quinta Chambers 
celebrated a Ribbon Cutting at Abbeyõs 
Flooring Center at 79-900 Highway 111, 
La Quinta.  

Rickorama, 81-765 Highway 111, Indio also 
celebrated a Ribbon Cutting.  Linda Bateman, 
Iris Cooper, Nancy Madson, Anita Kramer, 
Doug Clark, Owners Richard Virginia and 
Holly Christiansen, Enda Rodriguez, Emma 
Salcedo, Deborah Dawson, Cris Romero, 
Frank and Fran Handler all joined in the 
celebration.

Mayor's Breakfast

Ribbon Cuttings

Valley V Twin Mixer

Frank Handler, Ambassador and all around 
great guy, won an Old Town Photo Album 
compliments of Costco.

Mark Harner of Paciþc Western Bank was 
the big winner for the evening, he not only 
won a gift certiþcate to La Pinata Restaurant, 
he won the 50/50 drawing.  He waves it in 
front of Chairman of the Board, Deborah 
McGarrey.

Norm Feuer of Desert Radio Group won 
a gift basket compliments of Forest Lawn 
Mortuary.

City Councilman Gene Gilbert won two 
passes to the Palm Springs Air Museum as 
well as a t-shirt compliments of Valley V 
Twin.

Karen Kane of Canyon National Bank won a 
$50 gift certiþcate to Angelinaõs Restaurant 
and a $50 gift certiþcate from Etcetera, 
compliments of Linda Glecker. 

Halle and George Fetty of Valley V Twin 
hosted Septemberõs mixer.  Guests were 
treated to òride on a hogó as well as a lesson 
on motorcycle safety. 
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Featured as the Poster Artist this year 
are the highly contrastive values 

and brilliant colors of Kathy Dunhamõs 
watercolor flowers.  Inspired by the 
drama of the Matilija Poppies and their 
shear brilliance under the full moon, 
Dunham finds these kinds of situations 
as the muse of her creations right here in 
Southern California.  These, as seen in this 
yearõs Fine Art Poster for the Southwest 
Arts FestivalÈ, were discovered on the 
beach in Malibu.  
 The opportunity, too much to pass 

by, interrupted an eveningõs walk as 

The Matilija Poppy at 
Southwest Arts FestivalÈ

she studied them for her next painting.  
Frequently called the Fried Egg Flower, 
Dunham saw the drama, the good feeling 
she could see among its crinkled petals and 
golden yellow fluff of a center. 
 This twenty-second annual exhibition of 

250 artists from across the United States 
will be open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. from Friday, 
January 25 through Sunday, January 27 at 
the Empire Polo Club in Indio, California.  
The poster signed by the artist will be 
available all three days of the festival or 
you may reserve one for yourself by calling 
the Chamber at 760-347-0676.

By John Weidenhamer, 
Artist

September Mixer Donors - THANK YOU!!!!!
ABC Supply Co. Inc Å Angelinaôs Italian Kitchen

Childrenôs Discovery Museum of the Desert Å Costco Wholesale
Cub Scouts Pack 44 Å Desert Risk Management Å Emerald Rooýng, Inc.

Forest Lawn Memorial Park & Mortuary of Cathedral City
Glenn Miller and Associates Å Indio Chamber of Commerce

Inland Dental Center Å J & L Consulting Å Jackson-Hewitt Tax Service
JFK Memorial Hospital Å Kirkýt Personal Training Å La Pinata Restaurante
Palm Springs Air Museum Å PJôs Trophies Å Sands Hotel of Indian Wells

Savy Chic Å Tack Room Tavern Å Valley V-Twin

Thanks To Our Scallywags...
"Pirates of the Coachella Valley" Sponsors
Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services 
California Bank & Trust
California Bio Mass
Canyon National Bank
City of Indio
Classic Party Rentals
Dr. Mark Sofonio
Empire Polo Club
Forest Lawn Mortuary
Hydro-Scape, Inc.

Indio Emergency Medical Group
Indio Police Department
Indio Sunrise Rotary
JFK Memorial Hospital
La Hacienda Nursery & Landscape, Inc.
Regency Homes
Seawright Custom Precast, Inc.
SunCal Companies
Teserra
Vacation Pools Inc. 

And Individual Scoundrels and Wenches...
Bree Goldbach
Cris Romero
David & Paula Turner/
   Desert Paciýc Properties
Doug & Jane Clark
Downey Savings
Ed & Vicki Robertson
Frank & Fran Handler
Glenn Miller and Associates
James Fish II

John Chafe
Joseph Chiriaco
Madison Development/ Rick Wilkerson
Michael & Deborah McGarrey
Mike & Sylvia Mullins
Paciýc Western Bank/ Mark Harner
PJôs Desert Trophies
Shawn Sigurdson
Toni Eggebraaten
Toni Romero

Cheers to our Pirate Party Committee 
Scallywagsé
Mark Harner, Chairman
Doug Clark
Kathleen Cruz
Deborah Dawson
Jim Dibley
Jack Horner

Karen Kane
Nancy Madson
Cyndi Morris
Summer Parkinson
Toni Romero
Cris Romero

Swashbuckling Thanks Toé.
Alex Haagen III and Empire Polo Club 
Staff
Jim Harrison, La Hacienda Nursery and 
   Landscape, Inc.
CJôs Catering, Carlos Johnson

Leslie Taft and Pirates

As well as ye Indio Chambermaids (Staff)...
Anita Kramer
Lyn Hartley
Janie Hurtado

Jessica Love
Enda Rodriguez

Craig Michaels, Musical Affair
Classic Party Rentals
Resort Valet Parking
Johnny Rockit & Candy Wrapper
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"Matilija Poppies II" by artist Kathy Dunham




