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The Board of Directors met 
September 14 for the annual 
Board of Directorsô Orientation 

and Retreat. Held at Chamber member, 
La Estancia Restaurant, the Board devoted 
nine hours, plus dinner at Angelinaôs 
Restaurant, also a chamber member, to a 
program dedicated to:

B Latest chamber trends

B Board of Director roles & 
responsibilities

B Core competencies for Chamber focus 
in the balance of the ýscal year

Indio Chamber of Commerce 
also On The Moveé
By Anita Kramer, CEO

B Membership survey results of 2006 
and how the Chamber will address
member preferences for services and 
programs.

Typically the Orientation/Retreat is held 
in June of every year but postponed this 
year until September due to the transition 
of the Chamber CEO.

Watch for the next issue of East Valley 
Business for a complete overview of the 
Orientation/Retreat discussions and plans 
for the future of the Indio Chamber.

The City of Indio AND the Indio 
Chamber are both on the move!

Indio remains the Coachella Valleyôs 
largest city with a population of 77,146, 
and is expected to grow to 140,00 by 

2015. Indioôs population grew 6.9 % this 
past year, or approximately 
5,000 people. This has 
made Indio  the 2nd fastest 
growing Coachella Valley 
city. Riverside County is 
the 2nd fastest  growing 
county in California. As a 
testament to this growth, 
Indio was recently featured 
on CNNMoney.Com as 
having the 12th fastest job 
growth among all cities in 
the United States.

Indio recently added 
1,000 acres to the cityôs 
boundaries. LAFCO 
will increase our sphere 
of influence to add an 
additional 25 square miles, 
to a total of 55 square 
miles in next two years. 
(see graphic)

Two and one-half years ago the City 
Council outlined its priorities of public 
safety; repair infrastructure; human, 
services, parks, Teen Center, Senior 
Center; attract quality retail to City; and 
ýx the downtown area. Iôm proud to say 
that we have successfully addressed all 
of them.

Our public safety is second to none. In 
the past year, we have seen a reduction of 
Part 1 Crimes, the most serious crimes: 17% 
reduction in homicides,  25% reduction in 
rapes, 3% reduction in burglaries, 15% 
reduction in thefts, 1% reduction in auto 
thefts and 9% reduction in property crimes. 
We have also placed a strong emphasis on 
code enforcement.

A Police Storefront has been added on 
Miles Avenue in Old Town, which gives 
a constant Police presence in downtown. 
The Police Storefront is utilized as a police 
command post during the Festivals and the 
special events in Old Town. Last year we 
promised you a new dispatch center and we 
have delivered with a new state-of-the-art 
dispatch center that handled over 70,000 
calls for service last year. Three new 
ýre stations are being added to increase 
protection for our growing population.

We promised to ýx the infrastructure 
and we have delivered. In fact, The Public 
Record recently called our infrastructure 
improvements, ñimpressiveò. The most 
noticeable are the improvements to our 
streets. Two years ago we promised to ýx 
your streets and we have delivered and 
continue to move forward.

This effort includes $160 million toward 

Chamber Breakfast Highlights 
Mayor's State of the City 
Report, We're on the Move!  
By Mayor Ben Godfrey

street improvements over a three year 
period. Just about every major arterial is 
done, or will be resurfaced soon.

We promised to ýx the water system and 

we have delivered. Phase I Improvements 
of $17 million added distribution, added 
wells and increased water pressure by 
20PSI (or 25%). Phase II Improvements, 
from $51 million new bond proceeds, 
will build three new reservoirs, upgrade 
existing reservoirs, booster stations, wells 
and add 10 miles of new pipes.

Many years ago, this council made a 
commitment to the community that we 
would develop services for our youth, 
our seniors and everyone in between, 
and we have delivered! Indio is the ýrst 
city in the Coachella Valley to develop 
an intergenerational campus designed to 
provide human services to our community 
including a Teen Center, a new Senior 
Center and a new library.

Since 2005 we have added 70 acres of 
new park land with a budget of $24 million. 
We have acquired 54 acres of land for a new 
Sports Complex, new Police Department 
and new Fire DepartmentHeadquarters.

The City is spending $3 million on 
improvements to the Indio Municipal 
Golf Course, including new tee boxes, 
resurfaced parking lot, new irrigation and 
replacing the lights before this next golf 
season. Night golf is back in Indio!

The new retail and commercial 
business growth has arrived. Currently, 
we have 725,000 sq. feet of retail under 
construction or permitted, and 688,000 sq. 
feet of industrial space.

We are beginning the engineering 
and planning phase for various types 
of infrastructure improvements for 

The highly anticipated Downtown 
Indio revitalization process began 
some time ago when the Indio 

Redevelopment Agency began to acquire 
property in the downtown area so it could 
present better opportunities for developers 
and control the quality of development. 
The Agency now owns over 30 % of 
the Downtown Core.  A different type 

Downtown Revitalization 
Process Continues

of investment process will begin in late 
October when the Redevelopment Agency 
contracts with an engineering ýrm to do 
planning and design for major upgrades 
to the infrastructure in the downtown 
area. These items will include plans for 
moving all utilities underground, plans 
for building a WiFi network, plans for 
street, water and landscaping upgrades, 
and planning for storm drains as well as 
other infrastructure improvements.  The 
beneýt of doing the these infrastructure 
improvements is to lay the foundation to 
accommodate the type of developments 
that are anticipated, as well as attract better 
quality development projects without 
burdening the private developers. This 
will reveal to the development industry that 
Indio is extremely serious and committed 
about revitalizing the area, and serve as 
a  major incentive to induce development.  
The engineering and planning work is 
expected to begin in January, 2007, and 
take between 8-12 months to complete.  
When this design work is completed, the 
City will move forward with the actual 
construction of  these vital infrastructure 
improvements, which would take an 
additional 12-18 months.
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FROM THE GAPP COMMITTEE

Every once in awhile we all think 
about the Salton Sea---when it is 
really pungent!  That is the Salton 

Sea reminding us that a very big problem 
exists that has been talked about, studied 
and debated for years.  

The Sea continues to provide us with 
good news and bad news.  It appears that 
the good news is taking hold.  

ñIt is time for us to make a decision about 
the fate of the Salton SeaéThe costs of 
doing nothing at the Salton Sea would be 
devastating, and is not an option,ò said 
Senator Denise Ducheny (D-San Diego).

True to her words Senator Ducheny 
has worked diligently to get results on 
a workable, agreeable solution for the 
Salton Sea.  Senator Ducheny sponsored 
Senate Bill 187 that would provide initial 
funding for the plan approved by the State 
Resources Secretary Mike Chrisman.  
With the help of Senator Jim Battin and 
Assembly members Bonnie Garcia and 
John Benoit, the bill easily passed the 
Senate.  That is the good news.  

The bad news is the bill was held up in 
the Assembly.  This is both good and bad 
news.  The good news is that after hearing 
great amounts of grumbling as to whether 
the Sea is even worth saving and the cost of 
restoration, that is not what stalled the bill.  

Senate Bill 187 was stalled due to 
ñgovernanceò questions, i.e. who will run 
the restoration?  Will it be directed by a 
commission based in Sacramento or local 

commission with local representatives?  
This can and will be resolved.

Secretary Chrisman has presented a 
plan for the approval of the Legislature.  
It is not the plan our local Salton Sea 
Authority recommended, though has many 
of the elements.  The Authorityôs former 
executive director, Rick Daniels (he is 
Desert Hot Springsô new city manager), 
ýrmly believes that adjustments will be 
achieved to bring the Secretaryôs proposed 
plan more inline with the Authorityôs plan 
due to its ability to generate uniýed local 
support plus the Authorityôs plan is $3 
billion less than the Secretaryôs.  The 
Salton Sea Authority is actively working 
with the Secretary for a solution that will 
also resolve the governance question.

The State Legislature did release $23.3 
million to begin work on the Salton Sea.   
Additionally Congresswoman Bono 
assisted by new desert resident, Senator 
Boxer, it appears an additional $30 million 
in federal money is about to be available.

Senator Duchenyôs Senate Bill 187 will 
be reintroduced in the upcoming legislative 
session.  Our state and federal elected 
officials need your support and input 
in order to protect our area.  Governor 
Schwarzenegger, Assemblywoman 
Garcia, Assemblyman Benoit and Senators 
Ducheny and Battin are working diligently 
to get more good news on the restoration 
of the Salton Sea. Contact them and other 
members of the Legislature and let your 
opinion be heard. 

August Mixer Donors - THANK YOU!!!!!
Childrenôs Discovery Museum Å Costco Å Desert Key Magazine  

El Mexicali Caf® II Å Emerald Rooýng, Inc. Å Fiesta Ford  
Indio Chamber of Commerce Å Joseph L. Chiriaco, Inc. 

Kirkýt Personal Training Å Miguel Luna, Cartoonist Å Palm Springs Air Museum 
Pueblo Viejo Grill Å Relay for Life ï Cris Romero Å Samôs Club Å Sign-A-Rama  

Sizzler Å The Design Collections/The Upholstery Outlet Å World Gym

By Chairman Mark Harner

Downtown including utility relocation 
(gas, electric, telecommunication), street 
improvements, trafýc, ADA improvements, 
storm drains, sewer system improvements, 
WiFi, public landscape and irrigation plans. You 
will be able to bring your laptop downtown and 
be connected to the Internet for free. 

The Old Town Indio Street Fest is scheduled 
to return on October 9, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. (see article on page 5).

And finally, I want to announce the 

upcoming Indio Transportation Center, which 
will include a two-story 16,000 square-foot 
building. Tenants will include Greyhound, a 
full service restaurant, a bank, Nathanôs Hot 
Dogs, and a Park & Ride lot. A future Amtrak 
terminal, a bus stop, and will accommodate a 
shuttle service and rental car business.

The progress we have made together in 
Indio is tremendous. We are in the process 
of creating a new city with a diversity of 
lifesyles and upscale retail and commercial 
to rival anywhere in the valley.

State of the City
Continued from page 1

To save 10% on your admission to this
Event, order your reservations through
the Chamber, call 347-0676.

 

 

The Indio Chamber of Commerceôs 
10th Annual Fall FunRaiser. ñPirates 
of the Coachella Valleyò is delighted 

to announce CJ...A Catering Enterprise as 
the caterer for the event.  CJ...A Catering 
Enterprise, a new Chamber member, is a 
full service catering company comprised 
of Wesley Thomasô Custom Catering, and 
Carlos Johnsonôs Epic Catering, a specialty 
service with selective menus tailored for 
the discerning host, corporation or special 
event.  Under management of Carlos 
Johnson, the company brings a wealth 
of food and catering experience spanning 
over 30 years in the Coachella Valley and 
Southern California. ñWe are excited 
to have CJôs as the caterer, the menu is 
tantalizing with Black Beardôs Beef Ribs, 
Calypso Chicken, Captain Kidôs pulled 
pork meat, Caribbean seasoned rice and 
moreò, says Mark Harner, Chairman of 
the Pirate Party.  Donôt forget Captain 
Morganôs Rum Cake for dessert!

Emceeing the evening will be Chamber 
member, Craig Michaels, co-owner and 
founder of Musical Affair Entertainment.  A 
native of Southern California, TV and radio 
personality, Michaels has been entertaining 
audiences as a professional MC and DJ 
for more than 17 years.  Using his vast 
entertainment background and experience 

ñPirates of the Coachella Valleyò 
Networking in Pirate Style!

in the Valley, he most recently worked 
for KPSP, the CBS Channel 2 afýliate in 
Palm Springs as an entertainment reporter 
where he was seen live every weekday 
traveling all over the Valley. Voted the 
recipient of the 2002 Orion Award for 
ñEntrepreneur of the Yearò, he now works 
full time with his wife, Dee Dee and is 
still one of Palm Springsô most sought 
after DJôs and emcees. His experience, 
fun personality, extensive knowledge of 
music and ability to interact with crowds 
of all ages will guarantee all in attendance 
will be thoroughly entertained!

The ñPirates of the Coachella Valleyò 
event promises to be a swashbuckling good 
timeéfabulous food, incredible silent 
auction items, hard to believe live auction 
items, an interactive dinner show, as well 
as song and danceéand what pirate party 
would be complete without ñPirate Punchò!  
Where else can one send a co-worker or 
even the boss to the brig or be bootlegged 
by a pirate! Sponsorships are available 
for $650.00 or let us pair you with other 
pirates, individual tickets $47.50.  This is 
one party of the season you wonôt want to 
misséso strap on ye sword and join us fer 
some swashbuckling fun.  Itôs a Pirateôs 
Life for the Chamber!  
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THIS MONTH'S BUSINESS CARD RECIPIENT

September 2007 MIXER

Senior Sales Janie Hurtado and Mayor Godfrey 
welcome the last of the new members.  Glenn Miller of 
Glenn Miller Associates, Diane Glanz of CV Mosquito 
& Vector Control, Joe Pesqueira of All Valley Roof 
Consultants, Luis Martinez of Flood Tech, Robert 
Furtado of z3Image, and Dr. William Hoolihan of 
Smiles Artistry.

Richard MacMillan of Certiýed Smog, Chuck Cervello 
of GMC Chevrolet, Jimi Rickwalt of Angelinaôs 
Restaurant, Carol Chrisco of Kirkfit Personal 
Training, and Gabe Myers of Peak Performance.

Judy Springs of Springs Productions, Lynn and 
Salvador Fugrad of Postal Annex, Aimee Schrumpf 
of Desert Contractorsô Association, Wes Bean of 
Earl Scheib.

New members received plaques for their membership; 
Daniel Harris of Signature Flight Support, Dan 
Obradovich of All Inside Storage, Robert Smith and Wendy 
Cohen of eIS Business Solutions, Thomas Hazelbaker, 
Israel Gamez of Paciýc Production Plumbing. 
 

Chairman of the Board Deborah McGarrey and 
Mayor Godfrey welcome new members.  Richard 
Virginia of Rickorama, Shirley and Bill McQuinton 
of Johnny Rockit and Candy Wrapper Entertainment, 
Marie Santana of Century 21 de Oro, Lisa Smith of 
Braille Institute.

Ambassador Doug Clark gets attacked by a pirate on 
his way to breakfastéenthusiasm for the ñPirates of 
the Coachella Valleyò party was generated with staff, 
committee members and Ambassadors in costume as 
well as decorations on the tables. 

Ahoy Mateys!  Pirates Deborah McGarrey and Anita 
Kramer take Mayor Ben Godfrey hostage following 
his ñState of the Cityò Address.

 It was standing room only as members and residents 
attended the ýrst Mayorôs Breakfast of the season at 
Heritage Palms Country Club.

Joanne Tunstead of Life Time Patios won two passes 
to the Palm Springs Air Museum.

Euca Burrows of Classic Party Rentals won a bamboo 
platter set compliments of Samôs Club.

Jim Wiley of Fiesta Ford and Yev Aguirre of Kirkýt 
Personal Training pose for a picture.  Jim not only 
donated gifts, he was also the recipient of a 3 hour 
personal training session with Kirkýt.  Yev won a 
$25.00 Staples gift certiýcate compliments of Emerald 
Rooýng, Inc.

Linda Jessie of Desert Fitness and Nutrition was the 
lucky winner of $50.00.

Jorge and Laura Sandez, owners of El Mexicali Caf® 
II, were presented with a certiýcate of appreciation 
for hosting Augustôs Mixer.

New member, Johnny Rockit was the recipient of a 6 
month free membership to World Gym compliments 
of Sandra Lamont.

Mexicali Cafe II September Mixer

Golfers representing the Indio Chamber 
of Commerce were victorious for the second 
annual Battle of the Chambers Invitational held 
at Club Achilles, an indoor golf center.  Indio, La 
Quinta and Palm Desert Chambers participated 
in the nine-hole scramble.  The golfers ñplayedò 

òBattle of the Chambers Invitationaló
Indio Chamber of Commerce Takes First Place for Second Year

Torrey Pines in the comfort of an air conditioned 
room.  Virtual golf is projected onto a screen 
while golfers stand on a driving range mat and 
hit into the wall; the on-screen computer tracks 
the þight of the ball and gives yardage readings 
as well as analyzes the shot, according to Craig 
Geraci, owner of Club Achilles.

 Ten golfers represented the Indio Chamber of 
Commerce; Mike Solomon, Scott Kivi, Ramon 
Renteria, Randy Burkander, John Edwards, Glenn 
Miller, Jim and Lynne Dibley, Ray Dominguez 
and Alex Ortega once again brought the coveted 
traveling trophy back to the Chamber for another 
year to be proudly displayed in our lobby.  The 
team of Dominguez and Ortega shot a 42 to ýnish 
in ýrst place.  Team Dibley shot a 49 to ýnish third 
and seal the win for the Chamber. 

 A special thanks to all who participated in the 
invitational for the Chamber as well as the staff 
of Club Achilles for hosting the event. 

Ray Dominguez and Alex Ortega took ýrst place 
with a score of 42.

Mike Solomon and Scott Kivi shot a 51 and kept 
the Indio Chamber victorious.

Jim and Lynne Dibley took time off of their reality 
show to shoot a 49.

New Teacher 
Orientation

Busy Month at the Indio Chamber of Commerce

Jacquie Bethel, Chairman of the Ambassador 
Committee, Cris Romero and Junior 
Ambassadors Samantha and Taylor Paxton 
put together goodie bags for Desert Sands 
Unified School District New Teacher 
Orientation. Members of the Chamber 
donated supplies to ýll 120 bags to welcome 
new teachers.




