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THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
Å Creating a strong local economy Å Promoting the community Å Providing networking opportunities 

Å Representing the interests of business with government Å Political action Å Making referrals

Inside this Issue Voices of Indio Business

It has only been a short time since I 
started as your Executive Director 
and what a busy time it has been!  A 

wonderful mixer at Cornerstone Insurance 
was scheduled for my first day and I 
jokingly called it my welcome party.  I saw 
many friends I have known for years and 
met some new ones. That was followed by 
the Tamale Festival at which Chamber staff 
and volunteers set up and manned three 
beer gardens in an impressive manner. 
And with many committee meetings, I was 
reminded of how much our Chamber gives 
to our members as well as the business and 
residential communities.

Starting a new year is always exciting, 
this year especially so for me due to my new 
position. And we always make resolutions, 
donõt we? My resolution to you is not for 
the New Year, it is the way I do business. I 
have a very simple policy: I have an open 
door and an open mind. I want members, 
non-members and the community to know 
that they can contact me with any ideas 
or suggestions they may have. I welcome 
visitors to my office and enjoy being out 
in the community so you will see me at 
various events and functions.

I was recently asked by someone aspiring 
to an Executive Director position what the 
most important skill is.  I had to say two:  
business acumen (as Mother Theresa said 

òWithout a margin, there is no missionó) 
and a true enjoyment of meeting and 
helping a variety of businesses and people.  
The latter is what makes Indio such a 
special place to live, work and play. 

I started my volunteer leadership work in 
Indio in August of 1992 and immediately 
felt welcomed.   Now I am happy to be 
òhomeó and look forward to working with 
everyone in 2008 and beyond.

And donõt forget:  Call me!

Happy 2008!
By Janet Cook, Executive Director

The city's third monthly 
StreetFest came to 
Downtown Indio on 

Tuesday, December 11, from 
5:30-8:30 pm.  Vendors of 
all sorts participated in this 
event.  Snow came to Indio 
when 30 tons of the white 
stuff came down on the grass 
and the kids made snowmen, 
threw snowballs and played 
in a giant-sized gingerbread 
house.   Events by Joe Scarna, 
Inc., who is contracted by the 
City of Indio, handles the organization of 

Old Town Indio StreetFest 
Draws Record Crowd

the StreetFest every month.   òWe cannot be 
happier with the job that Joe Scarna and his 
staff are doing.  The event gets bigger and 

better every month,ó says 
Jim Curtis with the Cityõs 
Special Events office.  

Vendor applications 
are still being accepted. 
For more information, 
please contact Events 
by Joe Scarna, Inc. at 
760-347-8881.

By Chamber Staff

In our continued focus on the core 
competencies that drive the Indio 
Chamber of Commerceõs body 

of work for this fiscal year, this third 
installment relates to the third core 
competency:  Providing Networking 
Opportunities.

Business contacts that grow your 
business are what networking is all 
about.  The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
provides networking opportunities to 
our membership in an assortment of 
possibilities including the following 
events, meetings and activities.  The 
Board of Directors and staff are actively 
working to create further ways to meet 
this objective.

B Monthly Chamber After-Hours 
Networking Mixers, both the opportunity 
to attend as well as host a Mixer.

B BizNet Expo to meet current and 
potential business customers.

B Monthly Chamber Mayorõs Breakfast 
where one is offered the opportunity to 
introduce themselves as well as promote 
your business via business cards, flyers 
and brochures on the table at the back of 
the room.

B New Member Orientation - learn 

what the Chamber does for members, and 
you also get to meet new members who just 
might benefit your business.

B Monthly Chamber Newsletter - promote 
your business, employees, and awards in the 
newsletter and discover other members who 
might benefit your business as well.

B Ribbon Cuttings, members have the 
opportunity to invite Chamber members 
to their place of business and create new 
networking opportunities as well as promote 
your business in the East Valley Business 
publication.  

B Member to Member benefits, many 
Chamber members offer discounts to 
fellow Chamber members, just present 
your membership card.  

B Annual Fall FunRaiser, Annual 
Golf Tournament and other sponsorship 
opportunities to promote your business and 
provide networking opportunities.

The Indio Chamber of Commerce is 
dedicated to helping your business grow and 
provide networking opportunities as well as 
making your community a great place to do 
business.  At the Indio Chamber, we are all 
about business!

Next monthõs focus; Core Competency 
#4, Making Referrals.
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