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The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
has partnered with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce to provide 

our small business members with even 
more valuable programs and services. 
Through the U.S. Chamberõs Federation 
Partnership, small business members in 
good standing with the Indio Chamber of 
Commerce now receive benefits of U.S. 
Chamber membership ð at no additional 
cost.

By joining the Federation Partnership, 
the Chamber is helping to build the 
nationõs largest grassroots advocacy 
network. The Indio Chamber of 
Commerce will continue to focus on local 
issues and programs. The U.S. Chamber 
will alert and mobilize our members on 
pressing national issues ranging from 
taxes to technology to transportation. By 
representing this ever-growing coalition 
of small businesses, the U.S. Chamber is 
able to present a strong, unified voice for 
business in Washington, D.C. 

The Indio Chamber of Commerce is 
proud to add Federation Partnership to 
our member benefits.  The additional 
value to our members will allow them 
to have a voice in business matters and 
enjoy discounts available only to U. S. 
Chamber members. This partnership 
leverages the Indio Chamber of 
Commerceõs relationship with the U.S. 
Chamber to ensure the issues that matter 
most to our small business members stay 
at the forefront of the nationõs business 
agenda.

Use your U.S. Chamber member 
number to access these benefits. If you 

have not received your U.S. Chamber member 
number, please contact Janet E. Cook at (760) 
347-0676 or jcook@indiochamber.org with 
your e-mail address.

Indio Chamber of Commerce 
Partners with U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce

New Mobile Phone Law Creates 
Additional Liabilities for 
Businesses
By Jessica Hawthorne

Beginning July 1, tens of thousands 
of drivers in California may be 
surprised by a $20 ticket for 

talking on their mobile phone. Thatôs 
when the stateôs new law goes into effect. 

For subsequent offenses, itôs $50.

Separate legislation that becomes law the 
continued on page þve

The Indio Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce the recipients 
of the Chamberõs Scholarship 

Program.
In the past seven years, the Indio 

Chamber of Commerce and the City 
of Indio, in conjunction with several 
member donors, has awarded $62,250.00 
to qualifying high school graduates 
entering college. The applicants 
must be Indio residents, have a 3.0 
or better GPA and submit an essay 
describing their current activities, 
work experience and volunteer efforts 
in the community.  

òWe are so proud to be able to offer 
these students a hand up for their 
first year of college. It is one of the 
Chambersõ goals to support education,ó 
states Janet Cook, Executive Director 
of the Indio Chamber.  òWe are equally 
proud of the members who have 
contributed to the scholarship fund.ó

This year, a record breaking 21 
applicants vied for the cherished 
scholarship money.  The Chamber 
awarded 14 students $15,000.00 with 
all students receiving $1,000.00 except 
for Rodolfo Valdez Silva, Jr. who was 
presented with the Annalee Thurston 
Scholarship of $2,000.00.  The Annalee 

Indio Chamber Announces
Scholarship Award Winners

July 1 - Ambassador Committee
             Meeting

July 4 - Fourth of July Festival ð 
             Riverside County
             Fairgrounds
             Indio Chamber of
             Commerce closed

July 10 - GAPP Committee
               Meeting

July 15 - Board of Directors
               Meeting

July 17 - Installation Dinner-
                Indian Palms Country
                Club & Resort

July 29 - Business After-Hours
               Mixer Rabobank, N.A. 
               81790 Hwy 111, Indio                                      

                                        
                                  

August 5 - Ambassador
                  Committee Meeting

August 7 - GAPP Committee
                  Meeting

August 19 - Board of Directors
                    Meeting

August 26 - Business After-Hours 
                    Mixer Robbie Tõs 
                    79940 Westward Ho,
                    Indio 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

July

August

Thurston Scholarship was created last 
year in honor of then recently-deceased 
Chamber Manager,  Annalee Thurston.  
The student receiving this award must 
have a GPA of 4.0 or higher.  

The Chamberõs 2008 scholarship 
recipients are Rodolfo Valdez Silva, 
Jr., Jasmin Ceja, Desiree Noelle Porras, 
Michelle Flores, Irma Constantino, 
Kenya Aguiniga, and Christina Ramos 
of Indio High School, Luz Martinez, 
Megan Scarborough, Joanna Montano, 
and Gerardo Rodriguez of La Quinta 
High School and Laura Barajas, Chloe 
Sena, and Eliana Sanchez of Coachella 
Valley High School.  

Major contributors to the annual 
scholarship fund include Indio 
Emergency Medical Group, Inc., 
Indio Sunrise Rotary, JFK Memorial 
Hospital, Law Office of Toni 
Eggebraaten, Shutter Wise, Inc., Ben 
& Mary Godfrey, Connie Cowan, 
Costco Wholesale, Glenn & Gayle 
Southard, Seawright Custom Precast, 
Inc., Leslie Larrabee, Sheltering Palms 
Foster Family, Rabobank, Pueblo Viejo 
Grill, Glenn A. Miller & Associates, 
Southern Temporary Personnel, Valley 
V Twin, Desert Cities Catering and the 
City of Indio/Human Services Youth.

Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Committee members and winners from left to 
right: Debra Beck, þeld representative, Assemblyman John Benoitõs ofþce, Janet 
Cook, Executive Director, ICOC, Irma Costatino, Eliana Sanchez, Christina Ramos, 
Laura Barajas, Mayor Lupe Ramos Watson, Michelle Flores, Desiree Porras, 
Rodolfo Silva, Jr. and Deborah McGarrey, Chairman of the Board.
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NON PROFIT
NEWS

BUSINESS BRIEFS

During a recent regularly scheduled 
Imperial Irrigation District (IID) 
Board of Directors meeting, IID 

presented Tom DuBose and partners 
Carlos Corrales and Gordon Olson from 
Development Design & Engineering, Inc. 
(DDE) the utilityõs Inspectorõs Choice 
Award for incorporating energy efficiency 
measures in the companyõs recently 
constructed office building.

 The new DDE building, located at 1065 
State Street in El Centro, outperforms 
Californiaõs stringent title 24 standards 
by more than 30 percent. Throughout the 
course of a year, this building will use 
35,000 kilowatt-hours less than a similarly 
sized building constructed without energy 
efficiency measures. 

 òWe looked at the long-term benefits of 
building green and knew it was the right 
thing to do,ó stated the co-owner of DDE, 
Tom DuBose. òWe wanted this building to 
be an example of what can be done when 
you put your mind towards being more 
efficient.ó

 DuBose, Corrales and Olson decided to 
go green after attending a Building Industry 
Association meeting that promoted IIDõs 
California Green Builder program.  The 
program targets energy efficiency in new 
residential construction.

For more information about IIDõs 
residential or commercial energy efficiency 
programs, customers are encouraged to 
visit www.iid.com or contact the utilityõs 
Public Programs office at 1-800-303-
7756.

IID Presents Inspectorôs 
Choice Award to Development 
Design & Engineering

Photo: Left to Right, Gary Ambach 
IID Superintendant of Demand-Side 
Management, Tom Dubose Development 
Design & Engineering, John Pierre 
Menvielle IID Board of Directors 
President, Phil Falkenstein NCEEP 
Program Manager.

Keith R. Goff Named 
Regional President of Inland 
Empire Rabobank, N.A.

Coachella Valley banker, Keith R. 
Goff has been named regional 
president of Rabobank, N.A.'s 

Inland Empire Region, announced James 
W. Lokjey, president of community 
banking. As regional president, Goff 
oversees the bank's commercial and 
retail banking activities in the Coachella 

Peaks Restaurant Goes 
Online with Opentable.com 

Peaks Restaurant, located at the 
top of the Palm Springs Aerial 
Tramway, is now offering online 

reservations through OpenTable.com. 
By visiting the Tramway's web site at 
www.pstramway.com and clicking on 
Dining & Food, diners can make their 
reservation quickly and easily.

"We want to offer our guests the 
convenience of making reservations 
online and in real time," stated Joey Austin, 
general manager of Peaks Restaurant. "We 
hope this will also be a value added service 
for others in the hospitality industry, 
such as the hotel concierges and event 
planners."

For more information please call (888) 
515-TRAM or (760) 325-1391 or visit 
www.pstramway.com.

Nolte Names Two New 
Associates in Southern 
California

Nolte Associates, Inc. is pleased 
to announce the appointment 
of Vickie Bridenstine and 

James Owens to Associate. Associates 
are partial owners of the firm, serve on 
Nolte's Leadership Council, and assist the 
Principals/Vice Presidents in managing 
firm-wide operations and planning. 
Selection is based on the individuals' 
dedication to the company's philosophy, 
performance and effectiveness in serving 
clients and working with other team 
members.

Bridenstine and Owens are two of 10 
employees firm wide who were recently 

Community Support COUNTS! 
United Cerebral Palsy of the Inland 
Empire and supporters raised over 

$13,000.00 and a good time was had by all 
at the Second Annual UCP Indio Bowl-
A-Thon!

Thanks to our Presenting Sponsor, 
the City of Indio, along with our Gold 
Sponsor Fantasy Springs Lanes and 
Supporting Sponsors JFK Memorial, 
the Ability Center and P.J.õs Trophies 
and to all of our Lane Sponsors.  Our 
sponsor supporters not only played, but 
provided the opportunity for many of 
our disabled children & their families to 
participate in the Sunday afternoon fun. 
Proceeds from the event help to sustain 
Indioõs afterschool Skillbuilderõs 
program and other afterschool 
programs throughout Coachella 
Valley and the Inland Empire. Event 
Chair Ruby Ison, said of the event óItõs 
a labor of love for all of our wonderful 
volunteers and the community of Indio 
has been incredibly supportive of our 
efforts.ó 

THANK YOU TO OUR RENEWING MEMBERS

Valley and Inland Empire, encompassing 
nine retail branches and two commercial 
banking centers.

"Keith is an experienced leader who 
knows and understands the region well," 
said Lokey. "He will play a key role as 
we expand Rabobank's presence into 
Murietta this summer and continue to 
build the Rabobank brand throughout the 
Coachella Valley and the rest of the Inland 
Empire." Goff is located at the bank's El 
Paseo Financial Center in Palm Desert and 
can be reached at (760) 776-4100.

A banker for 29 years, Goff previously 
served as commercial real estate division 
manager for Rabobank, N.A., where 
he was responsible for new business 
generation, portfolio management and 
development of policies and procedures 
covering all commercial real estate and 
construction lending. He also oversaw 
the bank's commercial real estate market 
managers throughout the state. Goff also 
served as manager of the bank's Southern 
California commercial real estate division 
and as senior credit officer. A long-time 
resident of La Quinta, Goff attended the 
Stonier Graduate School of Banking in 
Washington, D.C.

appointed to Associate.
"We have a wonderful new class of 

new Associates who have distinguished 
themselves as leaders in fulfilling Nolte's 
vision and mission," said George S. Nolte, 
Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer 
of Nolte. "We have high expectations on 
their contribution to our ongoing health 
and vitality."

The recent appointments bring the total 
number of Associates in the firm up to 40.

For more information, visit 
www.Nolte.com.

Utility hopes to beat $8 million in 
incentives awarded last year

As part of its ongoing campaign to 
help businesses save money, save 
energy and reduce greenhouse-

gas emissions, Southern California Gas 
Co. (The Gas Company) is offering more 
than $18 million in rebates and incentives 
to its business customers this year for 
making their business operations more 
energy-efficient.

In 2007, business customers took 
advantage of more than $8 million in 
incentives through the companyõs energy-
efficiency programs.

òOn top of the incentives, the savings 
continue with lower monthly energy bills 
from the reduced use of natural gas,ó 
said Mark Gaines, The Gas Companyõs 
director of customer programs.  Last 
yearõs program activity is saving more 
than 20 million therms of natural gas 
annuallyñresulting in customer savings 
of more than $10 million per year.

 òBy taking advantage of The Gas 
Companyõs programs, we have earned 
rebates totaling more than $100,000 over 
the past three years,ó said Juliann Rogers, 
energy manager at Carlõs Jr. restaurants. 
òAnd weõre looking for more.ó  Virtually 
any of the utilityõs 250,000 business 
customers can benefit from these programs. 
The Gas Company helps meet a variety of 
needs by offering a broad mix of energy-
efficiency programs.

For more information on The Gas 
Companyõs energy-efficiency rebates 
and incentives for business, visit 
www.socalgas.com/energyefficiency,  
contact a representative from The Gas 
Company, or call (800) GAS-2000. 

All incentives and rebates are subject to 
change without notice and will be offered 
on a first-come, first-served basis as long 
as funding is available.  These programs 
are funded by California utility customers 
and administered by The Gas Company 
under the auspices of the California Public 
Utilities Commission.     

The Gas Company Has 
$18 Million Available for 
Businesses to Improve 
Energy Efýciency

THIS MONTH'S BUSINESS CARD RECIPIENT

November MixerMAY MIXER

Over 1 Year 
Allstate Insurance Mark D. Holtzman   (760)345-7528          
Angel Light Academy    (760)398-3524          
California Solar Energy Co, Inc.    (760)342-5733          
California Tires & Wheels    (760)347-9900          
Coachella Valley Pontiac Buick GMC   (760)772-9788          
Coldwell Bankers Commercial - Lyle & Associates  (760)772-6400          
Desert Commercial Bank     (760)340-7595          
Desert Contractors Association    (760)200-9202          
Desert Cornerstone Insurance Services, Inc.   (760)347-7723          
Desert Medical Imaging    (760)776-8989          
El Mexicali Cafe II     (760)342-2333          
El Paseo Bank     (760)834-3122          
Glenn A. Miller & Associates    (760)275-6000          
Gold of the Desert      (760)777-9833          
Hearing Aid Healthcare     (760)863-5900          
Hyatt Regency Suites Palm Springs   (760)322-9000          
Image Marketing Concepts Inc./Websites 2000  (760)779-0066          
Indio Fashion Mall     (760)347-8323          
Indio Police Ofþcers Memorial
   Widows Emergency  & Scholarship Fund   (760)342-7870          
Inland Respite, Inc.     (760)342-2290          
M.L. Jack Horner      (760)200-9738          
Madison Development     (760)771-1755          
Orr Builders     (760)360-6632          
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic School  (760)347-3786          
Paciþc Production Plumbing    (951)509-3100          
Palm Springs Pump Inc.    (760)342-2603          
Pavilion RV Storage     (760)342-1606          
Power of Fitness, LLC    (760)342-9367          
Precision Screen Printing  Embroidery/VIP Promotion  (760)347-6200          
Pro Janitorial     (760)610-3290          
Pueblo Viejo Grill Mexican Food   (760)342-5900          
Pyro Spectaculars, Inc.    (909)874-1644          
RDO Equipment Co.     (760)342-8900          
Red Earth Casino     (760)395-1200          
Robin DuFault     (760)574-3000          
Roland D. Reinhart, M.D. APC     (760)341-2360          
Rubidoux Plaza     (760)773-3155          
Samõs Club     (760)771-3749          
Select Build     (760)777-3303          
Shadow Hills Golf Club    (760)200-3375          
Shadow Hills RV Resort    (760)360-4040          
Shark Pools & Spa     (760)347-3518          
Shermanõs Liquor     (760)347-1916          
Sidney Weiss     (760)285-1314          
Sun City Shadow Hills CommunityAssociation  (760)345-4349          
Sunshine Media & Communications LLC   (760)320-8851          
Susuki 111     (760)775-0515          
Tarbell Realtor, Jane Tufts    (760)702-0010          
The User Friendly Phone Book    (760)340-5510          
W & W Design Development, Inc.   (760)342-7766          
West Coast Sand And Gravel, Inc.   (760)399-1891          
White Steel     (760)347-3401          

Over 5 Years
Aladdinõs Florist & Wedding Chapel   (760)347-3679          
All Valley BBQ Sales    (760)342-5277          
American Cancer Society    (760)568-2691          
Center For Training & Development   (760)862-1314          
Christiansen Apartments    (760)342-1432          
Downey Savings & Loan F.A.    (760)863-2070          
Frankieõs Fresh Fish Restaurant    (760)342-2228          
Guy Evans, Contractor Services    (760)262-6300          
I-10 Toyota     (760)772-3300          
John P. Haddox     (760)342-1911          
Komar Investments     (760)774-7338          
Law Ofþce of Thomas T. Anderson   (760)347-3364          
Mathis Brothers Furniture    (760)775-9000          
Mexicali Tourism Trust    (888)268-8262          
Raleigh Karr     (760)347-2281          
Vickey Beeõs Advertising #232    (760)342-3198          

Over 10 Years
American Agcredit     (760)342-4726          
Anthony Vineyards, Inc.    (760)391-5488          
Associated Business Service    (760)347-2778          
Associated Desert Shoppers/White Sheet   (760)346-7686          
Christian School of the Desert    (760)345-2848          
Coachella Valley Public Education Foundation  (760)347-0575          
Daniels Tire Service, Inc.    (760)347-4034          
Desert Cities Catering    (760)777-1668          
Desert Orthopedic Center    (760)568-2684          
Desert Pages/Yellow Book USA    (760)776-8411          
Earth Systems Southwest    (760)345-1588          
Gentle Dental     (760)775-5284          
Indigo View Apartments    (760)347-0460          
Indio Desert Palms Apartments    (760)342-8605          
Kennedy Bros. Refrigeration Co.   (760)347-5417          
Merritt Wiseman     (760)772-0778          
Mark Miller     (760)391-4055        

Over 15 Years 
Cavanaugh Electric & Air Conditioning   (760)347-3608          
Costco Wholesale     (760)775-0363          
Exceed      (760)345-3830          
Grace Real Estate     (760)347-7793          
Hadley, Inc.     (760)399-5191          
Indio Village Market     (760)342-2936          
Palm Springs Art Museum & Annenberg Theater  (760)322-4800          
Unicars - Honda     (760)345-7555          

Over 20 Years
American Medical Response    (760)883-5010          
Benlo RV II     (760)342-2116          
Boys & Girls Club of Coachella Valley   (760)836-1160         
Ciroõs Italian Ristorante & Pizzeria   (760)347-6503          
Coachella Valley Glass Co.    (760)347-0097          
Desert Feed Bag     (760)342-6602          
Dimare Company, The    (760)347-3336          
Eldorado Polo Club     (760)342-2223          
Indio Florist     (760)347-3391          
Indio Shoe Store     (760)347-3395          
Meredith & Simpson Construction Co.   (760)347-2366          
Robert J. Testa, An Accountancy Corporation  (760)347-3665          
Sizzler USA, Inc.     (760)347-6116          
SoCo Petroleum Group    (760)347-3750          
Time Warner Cable     (760)340-1312          
Valley Sanitary District    (760)347-2356          

Over 40 Years 
The OõBrien Family Trust    (760)347-3224          

Over 50 Years
Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services   (760)340-5901

The Indio Chamber of Commerce 
cordially invites you to attend the 
Installation Banquet and Annual 
Meeting to be held July 17, 2008 
at Indian Palms Country Club and 
Resort.

Join us a we honor retiring Directors; 
Judy Vossler, Toni Eggebraaten, 
Pamper Rodriguez, Mark Harner, 
Bob Holmes, Scott Trujillo, Bob 
Levy and Rich Hashbargar as well 
as outgoing Chairman of the Board, 
Deborah McGarrey.

The 2008-09 Board of Directors 
will be installed with new Chairman, 
Patrick Swarthout taking office.  

Event sponsorships are available as 
well as advertising opportunities in the 
program. Please call the Chamber for 
more information. 

Reservation deadline:  July 10, 
2008.

Indio Chamber 
Installation 
Banquet and 
Annual Meeting 
Set for July 17

Your Chamber is coming to 
the end of fiscal year 2007-
2008 and planning for the 
success of next year. We also are 
changing some of our Board and 
Executive Committee members 
without whom we could not 
have accomplished what we 
have. Toni Eggebraaten, Pamper 
Rodriguez and Judy Vossler 
are all leaving the Executive 
Committee following many 
years of service. We want to 
thank each of them for their 
dedication and hard work.

Deborah McGarrey of Sunrise 
Community Bank has been our 
Chairman of the Board for two 
years and is turning the gavel over 
to a new Chair effective July 1. 
She has overseen a period of many 
changes including the retirement of 
long time CEO, Sherry Johnson. 
Her business savvy and chamber 
experience has been a great asset 
to the Chamber.  She will continue 
to serve as Past-Chair for the 
next year. We arenõt letting go, 
Deborah!

Our new Board Chairman, 
Patrick Swarthout from Sempra 
Energy (The Gas Company) takes 
up his duties with a wealth of 
non-profit and chamber leadership 
experience. A past president of 
the Palm Springs Chamber, he 
has been an active supporter of 
Indio and the Indio Chamber for 
years. Patrick is the recipient 
of several awards based on his 
service to the Indio Chamber 
and we appreciate his continued 
commitment as he takes on this 
new responsibility.

All of our new board members 
will be installed and retiring 
board members will be honored 
on Thursday July 17th at our 
Installation and Annual Meeting.  
This casual evening (yes, shorts 
and capris are acceptable!) 
is being held at Indian Palms 
Country Club and we hope to 
see you there.  

Indio 
Chamber to 
Install New 
Board and 
Executive 
Committee
by Janet Cook,
Executive Director




