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THE INDIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS COMMITTED TO:
Å Creating a strong local economy Å Promoting the community Å Providing networking opportunities 

Å Representing the interests of business with government Å Political action

The Governmental Affairs and 
Public Policy (GAPP) committee 
of the Indio Chamber of Commerce 

recommended to the Board of Directors 
that the Chamber support, oppose and take 
a ñno positionò on four issues pertinent to 
the business community.  

The GAPP committee recommended to 
the Board to oppose the Employee Free 
Choice Act, support both the California 
Solar Initiative (CSI) and AB 510 (Benoit) 
Employment Four-Day Work Week and 

Governmental Affairs and 
Public Policy Committee 
Makes Recommendations to 
Chamber Board of Directors

take a ñno positionò on SB 670 (Correa) 
Private Transfer Tax Prohibition. Letters of 
support are issued by the Chamber once the 
Board has reached a decision.  

After extensive investigation and 
discussion, the committee felt strongly 
that the business community would 
be best served by following these 
recommendations.  For more information 
regarding these issues or the GAPP 
committee, contact the Chamber 
at 347-0676.

Successful Indio Street Fair 
to Continue on May 8th

The City of Indio is very pleased with 
the new Indio Street Fair.  The ýrst 
two events were well attended and 

fun was had by everyone.  The ýrst street 
fair had 24 vendors and the second one had 
40 vendors.  The City is looking forward to 
the next street fair to be held on Tuesday, 
May 8, 2007.  The street fair will take the 
summer off and resume operations in the 
fall.  The City will be considering if this 

should stay as a monthly event or move 
to weekly or bi-weekly.  The responses 
of the guests have been positive.  The 
City will  also be looking to improve the 
event, by adding new ideas in the future.  
This could be things such as a petting 
zoo, pony rides, different entertainment, 
demonstrations,  arts & crafts and lots 
more fresh produce. Look for more details 
in upcoming issues of the EVB.

Photos by Jeff Owens, Johnson Old Town Photo 

BizNet, the Valleyôs largest business 
showcase and symposium, was held 
April 19 at Fantasy Springs Resort 

Casino Special Events Center.  BizNet is 
a joint effort of the Indio, La Quinta and 
Coachella Chambers of Commerce.  The 

BizNet Symposium and Expo 
Brings East Valley Together 

goal of the Expo is to network in an 
enjoyable environment and with the new 
booth layout this year as well as the upbeat 
tempo and prize presentations from Master 

Continued on page 3

After Thirteen Years, CEO 
Looks Towards Another Life

Continued on page 2

After 13 years as Chief 
Executive Ofýcer of 
the Indio Chamber 

of Commerce, Sherry Johnson 
will retire as of May 31, 2007.  
It is with mixed emotions as 
Johnson leaves the Chamber 
and begins yet another phase 
of her life.  ñThe Chamber has 
pretty much been my life for 
the past 13 years and a part of 
me ýnds it difýcult to imagine 
my life without the Chamberò, 
says Johnson.  ñAnother part 
of me canôt wait to experience 
the freedom of a life without 
the demanding obligations 
and responsibilities that the 
Chamber requires.  I will miss 
it I know, but most of all, Iôll 
miss the people, the staff and 
the volunteers that have been 
such an important part of my life for so 
longò. 

During her reign as CEO, Johnson has 
been an integral part of the growth of the 

Chamber, not to mention the City.  The 
Southwest Arts FestivalÈ has gone from 
the Fairgrounds to its current home for the 
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On Thursday,  July 13, 2007 the Indio 
Chamber of Commerce will hold 
their annual Installation & Awards 

Banquet. This yearôs Banquet and Annual 
Meeting will celebrate the Installation 
of the 2007-2008 Board of Directors, 
Chamber Awards Honorees, and Academic 
Scholarship Awardees. 

Academic Scholarships will be 

Chamber Announces 
Annual Installation & 
Awards Banquet 

formally awarded to students from Indio, 
La Quinta, Amistad and Coachella Valley 
high schools, selected from more than ýfty 
applicants. 

The Chamber will honor Volunteers, 
Ambassadors and the Business Person of 
the Year.  Additional recognitions for the 
evening will be to the ATHENA Honoree 
and a Special Spirit of Indio honoree. 

Å Let us know if you would like to donate a rafþe prize, call the Chamber ofýce today.

Å A Hole-In-One prize of a trip to Hawaii is being donated by the Auto Club of Southern 
California.

Å Every golfer in the tournament receives one free round of golf at 
The Golf Club at Terra Lago .

Your Last Chance to Be a Part of 
the Indio Chamber of Commerceôs 
19th Annual Golf Tournament!
May 17th ï 7:30 a.m. Shotgun Start at 
The Golf Club at Terra Lago

You can help by donating a prize 
for the golfers! We will announce 
your business name when the 

prizes are distributed and have your 
business cards and brochures available 
for anyone interested in visiting you!

Itôs a great marketing opportunity for 
your business and you will help support 
the Indio Chamber of Commerce.

If you would like to participate as a 

golfer, corporate sponsor, or tee sponsor 
please call the Chamber of Commerce at 
(760) 347-0676.

Please complete the form below and 
return it to the Chamber ofýce.                   

Indio Chamber of Commerce, 82-921 
Indio Blvd., Indio, CA  92201, or fax to 
(760) 347-6069. For more information 
contact Jim Dibley at (760) 409-7669.

(  ) Corporate Sponsor $700   (  ) Tee Sponsor $125   (  ) Individual Golfer(s) $150

Business Name: ___________________________________________________________

Credit Card #___________________________Exp Date: _______ Type (MC/Visa/Amex)

Address: ________________________City:___________Zip: _______Total: $_________

Golfer(s): 1. ______________________________ 2. ______________________________

                 3. ______________________________ 4. ______________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________ Phone: ______________________

Please mail form to the Indio Chamber of Commerce

82-921 Indio Blvd., Indio, CA  92201 or fax to (760) 347-6069 or call (760) 347-0676 
Election ballots for the annual Board 

of Directors election were mailed 
out to the membership on April 10, 

2007. The seven candidates that appear on 
the ballot, with biographies included, are:

Jim Collins, Include Me; Jim Dibley, 
J & L Consulting; Rich Harshbarger, 
The Desert Sun; Scott Trujillo, the City 
of Indio; Judy  Vossler, Landmark Golf; 
Randy Williams, Canyon National Bank; 
and Elaine Holmes, P.J.ôs Desert Trophies. 
These candidates were recommended by 
the Nominating Committee and approved 
by the Board of Directors to run for the 
seven available seats.  Pursuant to the 
bylaws, the membership was informed 

Indio Chamber Holds 
Board Elections

of the election process in the East Valley 
Business in the February issue  was 
allowed 30 days to submit names and 
biographies to the Nominating Committee 
or to submit a candidate by petition, with 
ten qualiýed member endorsements to run 
for the open positions.

 Ballots have been coming in to the 
Chamber on a daily basis and will continue 
to be received until April 30th.  At that time 
the election will be declared ended and the 
ballots will be counted.  The results will 
be presented to the Board of Directors in 
writing and to the membership in the June 
East Valley Business Newsletter.  Watch 
for the announcement. 

Thank You 

BizNet Sponsors
Rabobank - Symposium Sponsor

The Desert Sun - Media Sponsor

 Corporate Sponsors:

 Academy of Professional Careers Å Ace Direct

Air and Hose Source Å Auto Club of Southern California

Brooks Printing Impressions Å Burrtec

Canyon National Bank Å City of Coachella

City of Indio Å City of La Quinta

Eaton & Kirk Å EZ-103.1 Å Fiesta Ford Å Giant RV

Idearc Media Å Imperial Irrigation District

John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital Å Lamar

Rich Development Å Time Warner Cable
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Towards Another Life 
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past ýve years, the beautiful Empire Polo 
Club.  Sales have gone from $100,000 
to over $1 million dollars in the 13 
years since Johnson has been involved.  
Another one of Johnsonôs ñbabyôsò 
is the Historical Mural Project.  The 
Chamber implemented a mural program 
with 7 murals in the 1990ôs.  Now the 
Mural program has been reorganized 
with the Chamber, the City of Indio, 
and the Coachella Valley Museum 
involved.  The subject for Number 8 
has recently been chosen and will be 
completed on the side of Johnson Old 
Town Photo.  And it just doesnôt stop 
here. Under the leadership of Johnson; 
the Chamber operates major fundraisers 
throughout the year, the Annual Golf 
Tournament, the Paniolo Western Luau, 
the Tamale Festival Beer Gardens and 
BizNet Expo to name a few.  Johnson 
was essential in assisting the Business 
Recruitment and Retention committee 
in establishing the Commercial Brokers 
Luncheon as well as local government 
Candidateôs Forums and many other 
seminars over the years to benefit the 
members of the Chamber.  She saw the 
Chamber become a political force with 
the establishment of the Chambers PAC, 
Private Enterprise for Good Government, 
which was an idea she brought back from 
a CalChamber meeting she attended.  
When Johnson joined the Chamber as 
CEO, membership was at 425 and the 
operating budget was $139,000.  Today, 
the Chamberôs membership base is over 
750 strong and the operating budget is 
just under $1 million.  Johnson was 
also vital in developing one of Indioôs 
taglines, ñCity of Festivalsò, which can 
be seen at all entrances to the city as well 
as on Chamber materials.  

Since Johnson became CEO in 1994, 
she has worked with 13 Indio Chamber 
Boards, 10 Board Chairpersons, 7 City 
Managers, 12 Mayors, sat on over 130 
Chamber committees, worked with over 
100 committee chairs, attended thousands 
of events/meetings for the both the City 
and Chamber and two years ago, with 
the help of the City, Johnson moved her 
staff into their new 3,250 square foot 
building from the previous 1,500 square 
foot county-owned building in which 
staff shared space.   The new building 
is like the ñTaj Mahalò to her staff and 
when the changing of the guards takes 
place, although just two years old for the 
Chamber, the new CEO will move into 
a beautiful, spacious building that holds 
many memories for Johnson.  

Johnson plans to take some time and 
relax, catch up on some projects at home 
and do some traveling before embarking on 
her next career adventure and eventually 
move back to Washington state to her 
home in the lovely city of Port Angeles. 
While Johnson transitions into the next 
phase of her life, the staff at the Chamber 
also has mixed emotions.  While they look 
forward to the direction that the new CEO 
will take, all eight of the employees have 
only worked for Johnson and while they 
are pleased for Johnson to ñhave a life of 
her ownò, it is with great trepidation and 
excitement that they see her off.  Enda 
Rodriquez, who has worked for Johnson 
for 10 years, reminisces about Johnson and 
her departure, ñShe has worked very hard 
for this Chamber.  Iôm excited for her and 
yet sad to see her leave.  I wish her the best 
and hopes she gets to relax someò.

The Indio Chamber Board of 
Directors and staff would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Johnson for 
her dedication to the Chamber and to the 
City of Indio.  As Johnson prepares for 
retirement, she can sit back and smile, 
she did a great job these past 13 years.  
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FROM THE GAPP COMMITTEE

BUSINESS UPDATE

The Coachella Valley Enterprise 
Zone has been very successful 
in increasing business and 

employment opportunities with a positive 
business impact on the surrounding 
areas due to increased employment 
and income.  

The Zone is governed by an Executive 
Committee consisting of representatives 
from the County of Riverside and the cities 
of Indio and Coachella.  The Zone includes 
parts of Thousand Palms, Coachella, 
Indio, Thermal, Mecca and surrounding 
unincorporated areas.  

The original authorization of the 
Coachella Valley Enterprise Zone was 
to expire in late 2006.  Despite the best 
efforts of our legislators, the legislature did 
not approve extensions for the 23 Zones 
in California (out of a total of 42) that 
were expiring from late 2006 to mid 2007 
including the Coachella Valley.   

Rather than wait for legislative action 
and face the possible expiration, the 
Coachella Valley Enterprise Zone applied 
for a new ñdesignation,ò essentially 
starting over.  It was an arduous process 
requiring considerable documentation and 
associated reporting.  The process began in 
September, 2006.  

The good news is Conditional 

Designation approval has been received 
for a new 15-year term (2007-2022).  
There are only four minor questions to 
be addressed and the issuance of a new 
EIR.  All this will be complete by mid-
June, anticipating the issuance of a Final 
Designation by July 1st.

The Enterprise Zone brings signiýcant 
beneýts to businesses via several ýnancial 
incentives that reduce and/or eliminate 
State Income Tax liability.  

The most attractive are Hiring Credits 
against State Income Tax of up to $30,000 
over a ýve year period for each qualiýed 
employee hired.  

Sales and Use Taxes paid for new 
machinery and parts used within the Zone 
may be applied against State Income Tax.  

Certain property purchased for use within 
the Zone may be deducted as a business 
expense in the ýrst year of service.  

100% of any operating losses incurred by 
a business within the Zone can be carried 
over to years in which taxable income is 
earned. 

For more information on the Coachella 
Valley Enterprise Zone contact their ofýce 
at (760) 391-5176 or visit their website at  
www.cveza.com

PostalAnnex+ Earns 
Recognition from 
Entrepreneur Magazine

PostalAnnex+, a pioneer in the 
business services industry, was 
recently ranked No. 116 in 

Entrepreneur magazine's annual list of 
top 500 franchises.

"We are very excited and pleased to be 
part of a growing, valuable business. As 
part of a national network of stores, we 
truly enjoy bringing personal service that 
PostalAnnex+ is known for in our local 
area, " said Dilan Patel of PostalAnnnex+ 
in Coachella.

In addition to this notable ranking in 
Entrepreneur's 2007 Francise 500È survey, 
PostalAnnex+ also ranked 101 in category 
for America's Top Global Franchises, three 
notches higher than the company's ranking 
last year in the same category.

"Our company's recognition by 
Entrepeneur magazine just reinforces our 

Empire Polo Hosts Coachella 
and Stagecoach Music Festivals

belief that we chose the right franchise for 
our livelihood and our neighborhood," 
Patel said.

PostalAnnex+ was founded by Jack 
Lentz 22 years ago with the ýrst store 
located adjacent to a post ofýce in San 
Diego, CA. Since then, the company has 
grown over 340 franchises in 25 states 
and internationally, operating under both 
PostalAnnex+ and Sunshine Pack and 
Ship brands. Headquartered in San Diego, 
PostalAnnex+ is a one-stop support center 
for homemakers with business needs, 
students, and small and large businesses.

For more information on Coachella 
PostalAnnex+'s services or for 
franchise information, contact Dilan 
Patel at (760) 863-4645, or visit 
www.postalannex.com   

Enterprise Zone Proves Itself 
as a Powerful Economic Tool
By Mark Harner

of Ceremonies, Craig Michaels of Musical 
Affair, this year was the best yet.

Local restaurants provided the Taste of 
the East Valley; Bistro at Fantasy Springs 
Casino, Caseyôs Restaurant & Lounge, 
Coffee Break Caf®, Costco Wholesale 
Bakery, La Casita Restaurant, Main 
Street Bar & Grill, Pat & Oscarôs, Playerôs 
Steakhouse at Fantasy Springs Casino, and 
The Inn on El Paseo tantalized attendees 
taste buds with delicacies from their 
restaurants.  One exhibitor told staff that 
she looked forward to the Expo all year just 
for the Taste of the East Valley, of course, 
the networking and increased customer 
base doesnôt hurt either.  

ñThe Pulse of the Valleyò symposium, 
which was held prior to the Expo, provided 
a wealth of information regarding growth 
and future projects of the valley.  Judy 
Vossler of Landmark Golf Company was 
the moderator for the symposium.  Kakie 
Urch, Business Editor of The Desert Sun 
spoke on statistical trends and growth 
in housing, business, real estate and 
development in the East Valley.  The role of 
water and electric energy in relationship to 

natural resources, infrastructure and future 
development was presented by Imperial 
Irrigation District Superintendent General 
Jim Turner.  Coachella Valley Association 
of Governmentôs Executive Director, Jim 
Wolmuth spoke on transportation issues 
facing the valley.  Prime Timeôs Mark 
Nickerson discussed the agricultural 
economy and the weatherôs influence 
on it.  Concluding the symposium was 
Paul Green, Quality Director of John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Hospital who spoke 
on the challenges in delivering health 
care to the valleyôs explosive population.  
The general message of the symposium; 
the valley is growing and along with it, 
so will the challenges of accommodating 
the growth.

BizNet hosted over 130 business and 
nonprofit booths, which showcased 
their commodities and services to the 
1,500 guests who attended.  The BizNet 
Business Showcase and Symposium was 
a culmination of months of planning 
and work.  The Chamber would like to 
thank those who participated as sponsors, 
exhibitors, and guests and especially to the 
committee who tirelessly rallied forward 
to produce a top notch event, bringing the 
East Valley together.

BizNet Symposium and Expo Brings 
East Valley Together 

Continued from page 1

2007The Empire Polo Club again hosted 
the Coachella - which has become 
the world's most popular alternative 

music festival. The festival was expanded 
to three days, April 27-29, 2007 and all 
three were sold out at about 60,000 people 
a day. This festival brings hundreds of 
thousands of dollars into the local economy 
every year.

New this year is the Stagecoach country 
music festival. It will be held Saturday and 
Sunday, May 5 & 6. Headlining the event 

will be some of country western music's 
biggest name stars. These include George 
Strait, Kenny Chesny, Alan Jackson, 
Brooks & Dunn, Willie Nelson, Emmie 
Lou Harris and many more. The music will 
run continuously on four stages throughout 
the grounds at Empire Polo Club.

On-site activities will include 
mechanical bulls, line and square dancing 
demonstrations, western heritage art, 
lasso and roping clinic, hayrides, ýddling 
demonstrations and a kids' activity area.




